
 

 

  

1. You meet an Irish friend who is pregnant. How does 
parental leave work in Ireland? 
a) The mother is given 26 weeks and the father 2 
weeks. 
b) The father may take the day of birth off, only the 
mother is entitled to parental leave. 
c) Both parents are given 26 weeks. 

2. You meet a work colleague on the street in Ireland. 
How do s/he greet you? 

  

  

3. The 80th birthday of the grandmother of the family 
you are staying with during your international internship 
is approaching. On Saturday morning you leave your 
room with a small gift, ready to travel to grandmother's 
house. Your host mother looks at you irritated and asks: 
"Where is your bag? Haven't you packed your things 
yet?". Why did she react this way? 

4. What is the most common breakfast on a regular day 
in Ireland ? 
a) Cookies and a cup of tea or coffee 
b) A hot cooked breakfast consisting of sausages, eggs, 
bacon, etc. and tea or coffee 
c) Cereal or porridge with fruit and tea or coffee 

 
 
 

 

  



 

  

ANSWER: 
          ANSWER:C  

 
2. S/he will shake your hand. The most common way 
to say hello in Ireland is to shake hands. Among family 
members and close friends, people may hug each 
other. In Irish culture, physical distance is 
maintained, so greetings generally do not include 
physical closeness. With relatives, the distance is 
less, so that greetings may include touch or other 
physical contact. 
 

 

1. Parental leave in Ireland allows both parents to take 
26 weeks of unpaid leave from work. To receive the 
full amount of parental leave, you must have worked for 
your employer for at least a year. 

  

  

ANSWER: C ANSWER: 

4. Although a hot cooked breakfast is considered 
traditional to Irish culture, it is not eaten every day and 
is most often offered in restaurants or cafes. Daily, 
less complicated and quicker to prepare meals are 
chosen. 

3. Usually on such occasions the whole family goes to a hotel 
and holds family meetings there. These meetings are important, so 
family members who live abroad return home for the reunion. 
Usually, it is both sides of the family, aunts, uncles, cousins, 
grandparents, etc. Every possible opportunity is taken to bring the 
whole family together, as in the case of grandma's 80th birthday.  
In Irish culture, having a large family is very common, and 
family gatherings are very popular. Family reunions usually take 
place around special events, such as Christmas, Easter and 
anniversaries, round birthdays. Family is very important in Irish 
culture, and relationships between family members are considered 
important throughout life.  

 
 
 

 



 
  

5. Weddings are usually very large celebrations with 
many friends and relatives from both sides of the bride 
and groom coming together for the event. Traditional 
Irish weddings in many cases mean a party of 100-200 
guests and are usually the biggest event in the life of 
the bride and groom. Very often a traditional Irish dance 
is danced, and people sing. The bride receives 
something new, old, borrowed, blue, and the father 
gives the bride "into the hands" of her future husband - 
an old, but still important custom. The bride's parents 
pay for the wedding. 
True or false? 

6. You are walking around an Irish town at lunchtime. 
You notice that there are people in the open pubs, and 
you were convinced that drinking alcohol is only done in 
the evening. Why is like this? 

  

  

7. You have a date with an Irish person. You ask your 
Irish friend for advice on what topic to talk about during 
the meeting. S/he suggests that you should mention 
that it has been raining a lot lately. Why do you think 
s/he advises you to talk about the weather on a date? 

8. In Ireland, the traffic light system is different than in 
most European countries. The red light is the same and 
means a stop, but right after the red one comes the 
green "go" light. The amber light appears only before 
the red light to warn us to stop unless it is dangerous to 
do so. 
True or false? 

 
 
 

 



 
 

  

ANSWER:  ANSWER:  

6. One of the most recognizable features of Irish 
culture is pubs. They are places to socialize, but they 
are not just for drinking alcohol in the evening, but also 
as a place to meet for dinner, to dance and for many 
other leisure activities. 
 

 

5. True. 
Traditionally, weddings are a big event in Ireland, 
almost always held in a church with many guests, because 
the Irish like to be together with family and friends. It is 
not unheard of for hundreds of guests to come to an elegant 
hotel for a refined reception. Family is of great 
importance in Irish culture, and relationships between 
family members are considered important throughout life. In 
Irish culture, time with loved ones has special value, and 
important moments and events are celebrated together with 
loved ones. Traditions and customs associated with the 
wedding ceremony are also observed.  

  

  

ANSWER: ANSWER: 

8. True. 
On the roads in Ireland, the orange light appears only 
before the red light. In  
Poland, the amber light also appears at the same time 
as the green light a  moment before the green light 
allows to go. 

  

7. For many Irish people, the weather and its forecasting 
is an important part of life and talking about it with other 
people is a tradition. Weather is not seen as a small talk or 
substitute topic of conversation, but rather as an engaging 
topic of discussion. 

 

 
 
 

 

  



 
  

9. Dublin's mayor has decided that the Irish capital 
(Dublin) will become a cycling-only city starting in 2023. 
A clear turnaround should be visible early in the year 
2022. „Cycling cities" such as Copenhagen and 
Amsterdam are taken as inspiration and role-model.  
True or false? 

10. You are staying with an Irish host family in Dublin. 
Tomorrow is the first day of school for one of their 
children. The parents tell the child to put on the nicest 
clothes and make sure they are washed and clean. 
Why do you think they say that? 

  

  

11. Your friend is graduating from a university in 
Ireland. What will happen on graduation day? 
a) Graduates will put on their robe and cap and go to 
the University Hall to collect their certificates from the 
university authorities. 
b) Graduates will pick up their certificates from the 
university office. 
c) Graduates will receive their certificates by the post, 
along with a letter of congratulations. 

12. You are in Ireland, and you go to the supermarket to 
buy some fresh fruits and vegetables. What do you find 
in the supermarket: 
a) Most fruits and vegetables are in plastic packaging. 
b) There are no fresh fruits or vegetables. 
Supermarkets only sell them in processed form. 
c) Most fruits and vegetables are unpackaged. 

 
 
 

 

 



 

  

ANSWER:  ANSWER:  

10. The first day of school for students is an important 
event. A photo of the first day of school is taken of all 
new students and is sent directly to all friends and 
family, so care is taken to be well-dressed and look 
neat.  

 
9. False. 
However, despite the lack of dedicated cycling 
infrastructure, the bicycle has become the main mode 
of transportation during the morning rush hour in 
central Dublin. Under the program, the employer can 
pay for a new bicycle, and then the employee repays 
the cost in regular installments from his or her salary. 
 

  

  

ANSWER: A ANSWER: A 

 
12. Although Ireland is considered a pioneer in the 
fight against plastic by introducing the "PlasTax" in 
2002, which charges customers for plastic bags, 
most fruits and vegetables in supermarkets are still 
packaged in plastic. 
 

11. Graduates and professors will make speeches 
and take photos. In addition, family and friends will 
also come to the University Hall to watch the students 
receive their certificates. Later in the day, a party is 
often held.  

 

 
 
 

 

  



 
  

13. You are traveling from Dublin to Galway by bus. 
How do people interact with the driver when boarding? 
a) They negotiate the ticket price with the driver. 
b) They greet the driver and have a brief conversation 
with him/her.  
c) The driver assigns each passenger a seat.  

14. You go with your friends to an evening of traditional 
Irish music. During the concert, you ask them when 
someone will play the harp, as it is a symbol of Ireland. 
Your friends react to the question with laughter. Why do 
you think that is? 

  

  

15. You are in Cork on an internship abroad. You finish 
work at 4 p.m. and want to explore the area with 
another foreign intern. Around 6:00 p.m. you arrive at a 
nice little street with stores, you see a lot of people 
walking on the streets, the restaurants and pubs full of 
people, but the stores are already closed. What do you 
think is the reason for this? 

16. You are in Dublin with an Irish friend, and you 
suggest buying a beer and drinking it in a local park 
because it is a sunny day. Your friend thinks this idea is 
strange and recommends going to a pub instead. Why? 
 

 
 
 

 

 



 

  

ANSWER:  ANSWER: B 

14. The use of the harp as an instrument is not 
common in Irish music. The harp is mainly used as the 
national symbol of Ireland. It was introduced by Henry 
VIII in 1541, when Ireland was part of Great Britain, and 
since then has remained a popular symbol. 

 

13.  In Ireland, it is customary to greet the driver and 
say goodbye when getting off the bus. For longer 
journeys, it is common to have a short conversation 
with the driver before starting the journey. 

 
 

  

  

ANSWER: ANSWER: 

16. Public consumption of alcohol is a problematic 
issue in Ireland. Although it is legal to drink in parks 
and gardens in some parts of the country, it is very 
rare for people to drink alcohol outside a pub. Pubs are 
one of the most recognizable features of Irish culture. 
They are social gathering places and are not only 
used for evening and night drinking, but also as a place 
to meet for dinner, dancing and for many other 
leisure activities. 
 

 

15. Stores have relatively short opening hours. One 
reason is that work-life balance is important in Ireland. 
In Irish culture, leisure, entertainment and relaxation 
are important parts of daily life. 



 
 
 
 

 

  

17. You are an exchange student in Ireland. You ask 
your classmates if they want to spend time together 
after school. What do they suggest? 
a) They suggest waiting until the weekend so you can 
spend the day together. 
b) They suggest going to a park or café. 
c) They suggest going to the cinema. 

18. You are planning a trip to Ireland, and you ask your 
Irish friends what places you should visit. What will they 
suggest? 
a) To spend most of your time in the beautiful 
countryside. 
b) That you should go to Dublin, the capital city. 
c) That you should stay in smaller cities such as Cork 
and Galway. 

  

  

19. It is your birthday, so you go to a restaurant with 
some of your Irish friends to celebrate. At the end of the 
evening, you tell the staff that you will pay the bill for 
everyone. Your friends are shocked by this proposal. 
Why? 

20. You are in Dublin in March. One day you walk out of 
your hotel, and you hear music everywhere and 
everything is decorated in green. There is also a huge 
parade of loudly singing and dancing people dressed in 
costumes. What do you think is happening? 

 
 
 

 

 



 

  

ANSWER: A ANSWER: B 

18. Even though the Irish like Dublin as a city and its 
capital, many recommend a vacation in the 
countryside, outside the larger cities. These areas 
are also attractive to tourists - they have many old 
castles, monuments, coastal areas, small pubs and 
represent traditional Irish culture. 
 

 

17. Most young people in Ireland spend their free time 
on the street or in the park with their friends or in a 
cafe meeting for coffee or a meal. 
 

 

  

  

ANSWER: ANSWER: 

20. It's March 17, St. Patrick's Day. 
St. Patrick is one of Ireland's most famous patron 
saints, and since 1903 this day is an official holiday 
celebrated in Ireland. As part of the celebration, 
everything is painted or dyed green, including hair, 
clothing and food, and even rivers and monuments.  

19. If someone is having a birthday party, it is common 
for the rest of the group to pay for him or her. This is 
a friendly gesture to show gratitude and thank that 
person for the evening spent together.  

 

 
 
 

 



 
  

21. Which statement regarding punctuality in Ireland is 
true? 
a) There is a custom that whoever is late must buy 
others a drink. 
b) Punctuality is not seen as a value. It is important to 
be relaxed and not to rush. 
c) There is a distinction between punctuality for social 
gatherings and professional meetings. 

22. Your Irish friend invites you to his/her home for a 
"cuppa". After talking for an hour and drinking one cup 
of tea, you thank him/her and say goodbye. Your friend 
is shocked that you want to leave already. Why did s/he 
react this way? 

  

  

23. The Irish see themselves as masters of welcoming. 
True or false? 

24 . You arrive in Ireland, enter a pub and sit down 
alone at a table. What might happen next? 
a) The waiter brings you a Guinness and then asks you 
what else you want to order  
b) Someone in the pub asks you to dance 
c) Someone walks up, greets you and starts a 
conversation 

 
 
 

 

 



 

  

ANSWER:  ANSWER: C 

22. S/he didn't expect you to leave right away after 
having a cup of tea. In Irish culture, hospitality is very 
important, so an invitation to a "cuppa" is more than 
just a chance to have a cup of tea. One often stays at 
a person's home until the evening to have dinner 
and a drink afterwards. Close social relationships 
are valued in Irish culture, and family and friendship 
ties are especially cherished. Spending time together 
is seen as an expression of closeness and 
commitment to relationships. 
 

 

21. For the Irish, punctuality is important in a 
professional environment. When you go to work or 
have a meeting in a business context, being on time is 
very important. If an event is booked for a specific time, 
it is important not to be late. However, it is generally 
acceptable to be up to 15 minutes late or to 
reschedule if one is very late. When meeting friends, 
it is not important to be punctual, but it is important to 
be polite and let them know that you may be late. 

  

  

ANSWER: C ANSWER: 

24. Typically, the Irish are friendly, helpful and 
hospitable to tourists. Leaving a person sitting alone 
at a table is seen by some Irish as unacceptable, so 
they offer to have a conversation. 

 23. True.  
The Irish-style welcome is very hospitable. It could be 
helping someone find their way, a more substantial meal 
when someone comes in for "just coffee," or paying for 
someone's food/drinks on his/her birthday. For most Irish 
people, hospitality, kindness and courtesy are very 
important and seen as values rooted in their society and 
culture. The way guests are received is a tradition 
passed down from generation to generation. The people of 
Ireland are also known for being sociable people - most love 
to tell stories, share food and sing songs.  

 
 
 

 

  



 

25. The evening before your first day of school, you 
pack your backpack. The daughter of the host you are 
staying with takes one look at your lesson plan and 
irratated says: "Why did you choose all those boring, 
standard subjects like math, biology and English this 
year? I'm using this year to learn something different, 
just like all my friends!". Why did she react this way? 

26. You are preparing to go to Ireland and read about 
"Gaelic language". What is it? 
a) Gaelic is an Irish dialect that is spoken in the south of 
the country. 
b) Gaelic is an ancient language that is no longer 
spoken. 
c) Gaelic is still spoken by some of the population as a 
common language 

  

  

27. You are staying with an Irish host family also at 
Christmas time. At the end of November, the family 
asks you if you are excited to watch "The Late Late Toy 
Show". What do you think it is? 

28. You are with a friend in a coffee shop in a small 
town in Ireland. Your friend's neighbor joins you at a 
table. You introduce yourself by saying your name and 
shake his/her hand. S/he smiles at you and greets you 
with the words: "Hello darling, don’t be so distant, how's 
she cutting?“. Why does s/he speak to you in such a 
way? 

 
 
 

 

 



 

  

ANSWER: C ANSWER:  

26. As of 2016, 39.8% of the population speaks Gaelic 
as a first or second language. There are some 
communities in Ireland called Gaeltacht that use Gaelic 
as their primary form of communication. 
 

25. The host's daughter has unusual subjects in her timetable 
because she has opted for a "transition year" at her school. 
The Irish Transition Year (TY) is a globally unique program that 
allows for a flexible transition from middle to high school and 
provides space for students' personal development. The 
premise of the program is that low pressure for results and free, 
project-oriented forms of learning will have a positive impact on 
students' personal development, independence, social 
competence and career orientation. Students, as well as their 
parents, often want to choose a "transition year" because they 
believe that personal development in this one year is just as 
important as "classical subjects" in the rest of school time. 

  

  

  

ANSWER: ANSWER: 

28. In Ireland, it is quite common to call strangers by 
nicknames such as "darling" or "sweety". This is 
generally understood as a gesture of friendship, 
without any additional motives of flirting or pejorative 
connotations. In Irish culture, the way of 
communication is quite relaxed and casual. 

 

27. "The Late Late Toy Show" is a uniquely Irish 
program broadcast late in the evening or at night. It 
serves to showcase the best toys that have been 
released each year ahead of the all-important 
Christmas shopping season. 

 
 
 

 

  



 
  

29. While most Irish people love their Gaelic roots and 
traditions, when it comes to sports, this is not the case. 
Although there are typically Gaelic sports, American 
soccer, sailing and football are the most popular in 
Ireland. 
True or false? 

30. You are in County Kerry, Ireland, and you are on a 
shopping trip with your host family. When you arrive at 
the market, you see a young girl in a school uniform 
putting a crown on the head of a goat, and the people 
around you cheer loudly. After a few minutes, the girl 
walks away with the crowned goat, and people 
celebrate in the market.  
What do you think you just saw? 

  

  

31. You are invited to the home of your Irish friends on 
October 31 to celebrate the Halloween together. On the 
way to the flat you meet lots of dressed up people, not 
just children, and in front of the apartment door you see 
a turnip wrapped and illuminated. You spend a 
wonderful evening together, and the table is filled with 
real Irish specialties like barmbrack (yeasty bread with 
raisins), which smells delicious. Your friend laughingly 
says, "Be careful when eating, Halloween in Ireland can 
lead to choking." What could s/he mean by that? 

32. You ask an Irish friend what s/he is going to do 
during the summer vacation. What do you think s/he 
might answer? 
a) "My family and I will go to Spain for a few weeks, like 
we do every year”. 
b) "I will spend most of my summer vacation with my 
uncle, aunt and cousins in Ireland." 
c) "In the summer I will stay at home, and in the winter 
holidays I will go to warm countries with my family." 

 
 
 

 

 



 

  

ANSWER:  ANSWER:  

30. The situation described is part of the celebration of 
"Puck Fair", one of Ireland's oldest festivals. It is held 
in County Kerry and dates to 1603. Puck Fair involves 
the capture of a wild goat from the mountains, which 
is then brought to the town square and crowned 
"King Puck" by a local schoolgirl. After three days of 
worship, the goat is returned to its natural habitat 
unharmed. 
 

29. False. 
The Irish also show a preference for tradition and 
team games in sports. Many Gaelic sports, such as 
hurling, rugby and Gaelic football, have their roots in 
the Munster region. Gaelic football is not just a sport 
for the Irish, but an important part of the Irish spirit of 
the nation. Nevertheless, sailing is on the curriculum in 
some schools and, as in very many countries, 
especially in Europe, there is a very large community of 
football fans.  

  

  

ANSWER: A ANSWER: 

32. Most Irish people like to go on vacation abroad to Spain 
because of the sunny weather. Many families organize a joint 
trip with their cousins and extended family to spend the 
vacations together. 
 

31. One of the Irish customs during Halloween is to hide small 
items in food. Barmbrack cake is traditionally filled with a small 
coin, a ring and other items, while colcannon, which is mashed 
potatoes with cabbage or kale, is served with money hidden 
inside. 
Halloween originated in Celtic culture, from a holiday called 
Samhain. On the eve of Samhain, the Celts believed, a gateway to 
the Other World was opened and the dead came to Earth to visit 
their loved ones. These were greeted with lights and treats. 
However, some also believed that spirits came to take revenge on 
the living or to seek a new body. To protect themselves or even 
chase away evil spirits, they would disguise themselves or place a 
lit turnip in front of the door. 

 
 
 

 



 
  

33. You talk to a friend from Ireland and ask about his/her plans 
for Christmas. S/he replies: "In our family we celebrate 
Christmas in the traditional way." What does s/he mean? 
a) In Ireland, Christmas is traditionally celebrated on December 
25. It begins in the morning when the children wake up and find 
presents under the Christmas tree. 
b) On Christmas Eve (December 24), families go to midnight 
mass, which is a great social gathering. It is not unusual to see 
a midnight mass held at 8pm. 
c) Before gathering with families and friends for a huge 
Christmas dinner, on Christmas Day you can see hundreds of 
people jumping off a cliff and swimming in the Irish Sea.  

34. Your Irish work colleague asks you on your first day 
at work if you want to go to the pub with him/her. You 
have an important presentation tomorrow and you 
decline. Your colleague looks disappointed and replies: 
"Oh, so you don't feel like having a good Irish party? 
What a shame." Why did s/he react this way? 

  

  

35. Celtic tradition remains so strong in Ireland that in 
addition to statutory holidays and Christian church 
holidays, Celtic festivals are also celebrated, and on these 
days the Irish also have public holidays.  
True or false? 
 

36. Your Irish friend invites you to experience "sean-
nós" together in a pub. What could it be? 
a) Traditional kind of singing and dancing 
b) Traditional social game 
c) Traditional chicken dish with baked potatoes 

 
 
 

 

 



 

  

ANSWER:  ANSWER:  
34. In Ireland, social life is a fundamental part of 
employees' assessment of quality of life. Meeting in 
pubs, hanging out together and enjoying each other's 
company is an important part of Irish culture that is also 
present in the work environment. This phenomenon is 
referred to by the term "the craic," which refers to 
the atmosphere and art of conversation. It is 
considered an integral part of Irish sociability 
culture. The art of conversation and storytelling, 
openness, informality and warmth are important 
qualities of the Irish to build relationships with other 
people. 

33. All answers are correct. 
The traditional Irish Christmas holiday begins with going to 
Mass on Christmas Eve (December 24) and meeting 
many friends and long-lost people who have returned 
home for the holidays. Christmas Day is celebrated on 
December 25 and traditionally friends and family get 
together for a big dinner. Christmas swim days are held 
on Christmas morning all over Ireland, but are probably 
best known at Forty Foot Rock, south of Dublin. That's when 
you can see hundreds of people jumping off the rock into the 
Irish Sea in just their bathing suits.  

  

  

ANSWER: A ANSWER: 

36. "Sean nós" is a specific style of unaccompanied 
singing in the Irish language. "Sean nós" means "old 
style" and can also refer to other activities such as 
dancing. 
 

35. False. 
Celtic tradition is very much rooted in Irish culture. Many 
Celtic holidays (such as the pagan festival Imbolc marks the 
beginning of spring, Bealtaine the beginning of summer, 
Lughnasadh heralds' autumn, while Samhain welcomes 
winter) are also celebrated, but they are not public 
holidays in Ireland. 

 
 
 

 



 
  

37. You have been in Ireland for six months and have 
started dating an Irish person. Before leaving Ireland, 
you receive a Claddagh ring from him/her. What is the 
significance of this ring? 

38. In Ireland, in the working environment, people come 
across as equals. There is little or no hierarchy in the 
work context, which is noticeable in professional 
interactions. Your social background doesn't matter, 
and at work all that matters is your efficiency. 
True or false? 

  

  

39. You are in a coffee shop with an Irish friend. Your 
nose starts to tickle and itch. You say to your friend, 
„Ohh, I think I've caught a cold". S/he replies: "You'd 
better watch out who's behind you." Why did s/he say 
that? 

40. You are in a pub with some Irish friends who take 
turns buying drinks for the whole group. Later in the 
evening, you decide to go home without buying any 
drinks for your friends. It turns out that they are shocked 
and offended. Why? 

 
 
 

 

 



 

  

ANSWER:  ANSWER:  

38. True. 

There is little hierarchy in the working environment in 
Ireland. Social background plays no role. What matters is an 
employee's personal efficiency, and effort is appreciated. 
People who brag about their achievements and put 
themselves above others are not well received by Irish 
society.  

37. The Claddagh ring is a typical Irish symbol given 
to each other, especially by lovers. It consists of two 
hands holding a heart with a small crown. It 
symbolizes friendship, love and loyalty, but is not 
associated with engagement or marriage. 

  

  

ANSWER: ANSWER: 

40. In Ireland, it is common to order drinks in "rounds". 
This means that each person takes turns buying drinks for 
the whole group. Accepting drinks from others in the group 
without buying yourself a "round" before the end of the night 
is a significant faux-pas, or social gaffe. 

 

39. It's an Irish superstition according to which if you 
have an itchy nose, either someone is talking about 
you behind your back or a fight is about to happen. 

 

 
 
 

 

 


