
 
 

  

1. You are walking with a group of German friends 
towards an intersection. The pedestrian light is red, but 
since there are no cars in sight, you keep walking to 
cross the street. Your friend holds you back and 
surprised asks, "What are you doing?"  
Why did s/he react this way? 

2. You get on a train in Germany. There are many free 
seats in the carriage, so you sit down on one of them. 
After a while, a lady comes up to you and says: 
"Excuse me, but this is my seat. Can I ask you to 
change the sit?" Why does she insist on this seat? 

  

  

3. You are at a restaurant having dinner with friends. 
After finishing your meal, the waiter/waitress asks: "Do 
you want to pay together, or should the bill be split?". 
You answer: "We'll keep it simple and split the total cost 
equally." Your friends look at you surprised.  
Why did they react this way? 

4. At the German tourist information office, two of the 
three counters are open. People are waiting in the 
queue when a third counter is opened at that time. You 
walk up to the newly opened stand and hear a man 
from one of the other queues say to his wife: "What 
does s/he think we are waiting for here?". What could 
be the reason for such a comment? 

 
 
 

 



 

  

ANSWER: ANSWER:   

2. On trains operated by the "Deutsche Bahn" (the 
German’s main railway company), seat reservations 
cost extra. Some people are willing to pay for this 
service. Once you have paid for a seat reservation, it is 
a matter of principle to claim the seat you booked, 
even if other seats are available, because you have 
paid for the one you have chosen. In German culture, 
following the rules is common among many people 
and it shapes the social relations.  
 

 

1. It is common for Germans to stop at red lights, even 
though it may seem unnecessary because there is no 
traffic on the road. This is because in German culture, 
obeying the rules is common among many people 
and  it shapes the social relations. 

 

  

  

ANSWER: ANSWER: 

4. The rush to get to the front of the queue - and 
therefore by passing or jumping over people will be 
seen as unfair. In Germany, people form queues when 
they wait at checkout counters, bus stops, and offices. 
Fairness and respect for other people's time play a 
big role. 
 

3. In Germany, it is common for everyone to pay 
individually for what they have eaten. This is not 
meant to be rude but emphasizes the independence 
and informality of the relationship between everyone 
in the group. Invitations to dinner or other events tend to 
be made for special occasions or to celebrate. In 
German culture, features such as individualism and 
independence are valued. 
 

 
 
 

 



 
  

5. You get on a public transportation bus in Germany. 
What are you expected to do? 
a) You try to take a free seat as quickly as possible 
b) You greet everyone you pass 
c) You greet the bus driver 

6. You go for a walk on a September afternoon. In the 
center of town, you see several parents with children 
carrying large, colorful and nicely decorated paper bags 
in the shape of a cone. What do you think it is? 

  

  

7. You attend a German university. You are late for your 
first lecture, which starts at 10:00 am. You arrive at 
10:10 a.m. and see that the door to the lecture hall is 
already closed. Nonetheless, you enter and see 
students talking, the professor reviewing papers, and 
behind you other students also entering the lecture hall. 
What do you think is the reason for this? 

8. While your friend prepares dinner, you offer to help 
him/her clean up and take out the trash. "Where is the 
bin?„ you ask your friend. "On the left side." s/he 
answers. You grab a plastic box, a glass jar, an onion 
peel and throw everything together into the bin. Your 
friend looks at you confused and says: "What are you 
doing? That's not how you throw it away!". 
Why did s/he react this way? 

 
 
 

 

 



 

  

ANSWER:  ANSWER:  C 

6. It is customary in Germany for children to receive a 
so-called "school cone" on the day the school year 
begins. This is a decorated paper cone that is filled 
with useful items such as erasers and pencils, as well 
as sweets and snacks. The custom originated in 
Saxony and Thuringia in the mid-18th century. Back 
then, children were told that the school cone tree grows 
in the teacher's yard, and when the cones are big 
enough, it's time to start school. 
 

 

 
 
5. Greeting the driver when you get on the bus is not a 
formal rule, but it is polite and shows respect to the 
person who is giving you a ride. Taking a free seat on 
the bus as quickly as possible may be perceived as 
rude or selfish. Greeting every passenger is an unusual 
behavior on German public transportation. 
 
 
 

 

  

  

ANSWER: ANSWER: 
8. In Germany, waste segregation is a consumer 
duty. Every household sorts its waste and puts it in 
different bins and containers (glass, plastic, paper, 
residual waste). Much of the waste is then recycled or 
composted to conserve resources and protect the 
environment. 

 

7. In German universities there is a rule known as the 
"academic quarter," which means quarter-hour (15 
minutes). Classes at universities start 15 minutes later 
than officially stated in the schedule. For example, a 
lecture that starts at 9:00 a.m. c.t. (Latin cum tempore 
'with time') will actually begin at 9:15 a.m. 

 
  

  



 

 
 
 
 
9. The evening before your birthday, you invite some 
friends over to your house to celebrate. People eat, talk 
and dance to loud music looking forward to celebrating 
together at midnight. After a while, two police officers 
arrive and order you to end the party.  
Why is this happening? 

 
 
 
10. You share an apartment with a German person. 
You enjoy spending time together, but your flatmate 
goes to his/her room and locks the door every day 
when s/he come home. One day you invite some 
friends to make pizza together. After a while, your 
flatmate walks into the kitchen and seems surprised, 
"Why didn't you tell me you are cooking together?"  
Why did s/he react like that? 

  

  

11. You are on vacation with a friend from Germany. On 
the last day of your stay, you pass a postcard stand. 
How would your friend react? 
a) S/he is annoyed by another souvenir stand for 
tourists 
b) S/he panics as s/he remembers that should send 
postcards to family and friends 
c) S/he is happy and buys herself some postcards as 
souvenirs 

 
12. In Germany, Sunday is considered a day of rest. 
This means that people do not work, and most shops 
are closed. Which of the following statement is also true 
about Sunday? 
a) All facilities are closed, and driving is prohibited in 
small towns and villages. 
b) It is forbidden to dispose of glass waste in the 
appropriate containers. 
c) Shops are open on those Sundays that are near 
holidays in the calendar, such as Christmas, New 
Year's and Easter. 

 
 
 

 

 



 

  

ANSWER:  ANSWER: 

10. In Germany, it is common to lock the door of a 
room (especially a private one, such as a bedroom) 
behind you. However, this does not mean that the 
person wants to be alone, so one can knock and ask. 
Such behavior is related to taking care of personal 
space and maintaining privacy. German culture also 
values features such as individualism and 
independence. 
 
 

 

9. Germany has a "curfew" that lasts from 10 p.m. to 
6 a.m. During these hours, avoid loud noises such as 
playing music, parties, letting dogs bark, drilling or 
operating machinery. If a neighbor is disturbed by a 
party, he or she can notify the police after 10 p.m. and 
ask them to intervene and stop the disturbance. In 
German culture, obeying the rules is an important 
part of social life. 

 
. 
 

  

  

ANSWER:  B ANSWER: B 

12. In order not to disturb the Sunday peace and 
quiet, it is avoided to make noise and thus throw 
glass into street bins. This rule also applies on non-
working days. In German culture, obeying the rules is 
common and it shapes the social relations. 
 

 

11. Friends and family enjoy when they receive 
postcards, and some elderly relatives may even be sad 
when they receive none. Sending postcards is still 
common for some Germans, even if young people send 
greetings digitally (via SMS or social media). 

 

 
 
 

 

  



 
  

13. You accept a job for a student in an office and 
wonder about the salary. You ask your colleagues: 
"How much do you earn?". They seem surprised by 
your question and quickly change the subject. Why did 
they react this way? 

14. You visit your friends in Germany. You take a seat on 
the couch in the living room. Snoopy, your friends' dog is 
excited and jumps on the couch. "No, Snoopy, come 
down!" you shout. Your friends seem puzzled by your 
reaction. Why did they react this way? 

  

  

 
15. You plan to go out to a party with friends. Sven 
invites you to meet him at his apartment at 8 p.m., 
before going to the club. When you arrive, you see 
other people bringing drinks with them. "Didn't you bring 
anything to drink?" Sven asks and seems surprised 
when he greets you. Why did he react this way? 

16. At a small party you see several of your friends 
smoking cigarettes on the balcony. You say, "Robin, I 
didn't know that you smoke," to which he replies: "No, I 
don't." Why does Robin respond this way, even though 
you see that he smokes? 

 
 
 

 

 



 

  

ANSWER:  ANSWER:   

14. Your friends may be surprised because Snoopy is 
allowed to stay on the couch. Many Germans 
consider their pets to be members of the family. Pets 
are given a name, have a specific place in the house to 
rest and have regular meals, just like their humans. 

13. For many Germans, money is still considered a 
taboo subject. There is even a German saying: "You 
don't talk about money, whether you have them or not." 
Such behavior is related to taking care of personal 
space and maintaining privacy in various spheres of 
life.  

  

  

ANSWER: ANSWER: 

16. In Germany, there is a specific term for this type of 
person: "Partyraucher" ("party smoker"). It is common 
to find people smoking at parties to enjoy the 
company and possibly drinks. However, these 
individuals do not describe themselves as regular 
smokers. In recent years, smoking has become less 
attractive and is not seen as cool. 

15. It is common, especially among young people, to 
bring drinks and meet at someone's place to drink 
and chat before going out to party. In German there 
is a word for this, "Vorglühen” (“pre-glowing”). One 
reason for meeting up before going out to a club is that 
parties start late (around midnight), and until that 
time there are very few people around. 
 

 
 
 

 

  



 
  

17. What can you legally buy in Germany at age of 16? 
a) Cigarettes 
b) Wine and beer 
c) Marijuana 

18. You visit with your friend a beautiful church in the 
center of Munich. Upon entering, you are excited and 
say in a normal voice: "Isn't it impressive?" Your friend 
looks embarrassed and whispers: "Pssst!". 
Why did s/he react this way? 

  

  

19. You meet your friend, Anne, from a high school 
exchange in Germany. You talk about your future after 
graduating from high school. Anne says: "I'm going to 
apply for college here in my hometown!" to which you 
reply: "Great! This way you can stay with your parents 
and save money!". Anne looks at you surprised. What 
could be the reason of her reaction? 

20. The Christmas holiday is approaching. You propose 
to your flatmates to organize a Christmas party. They 
look at you exasperated, and one of them replies: "I'll 
go home to my parents these days," while another 
says: "No way, my grandmother has already done the 
shopping for the whole family." 
Why do you think they reacted this way? 

 
 
 

 

 



 

  

ANSWER:  ANSWER: B 

18. Your friend wanted you to speak more quietly. In 
most German churches, whether you are a believer or 
not, you are expected to keep quiet and cover your 
shoulders and knees as a sign of respect. 

 

17. Until 2007, you could also buy cigarettes from the 
age of 16, but the law has since changed. 
 
 

 

  

  

ANSWER: ANSWER: 

20. In Germany, it is common to celebrate Christmas 
with family. It is also a good opportunity to see the 
relatives, which can be difficult at other times of the 
year. It is rare for people to spend time with friends at 
Christmas. 

 

19. It is likely that Anne is planning to move out of the 
house, even if she is not leaving to study in another 
city. For many people, this is a natural part of growing 
up and becoming independent. Usually, young 
people move out of their family homes in their 20s and 
live alone or in apartments with other roommates. This 
is because important features of German culture are 
independence and individualism. 

 

 
 
 

 



 
  

21. It's the 50th birthday of your host mother, and many 
people come to celebrate with her. Uncle Helmut 
arrives and says: "Oh, by the way, I also brought my 
friends. I hope this is okay."  
How does the host's mother react? 
a) She is glad to have even more guests and brings a 
glass of prosecco to welcome them. 
b) She is not happy but invites everyone inside. 
c) She is angry because the uncle didn't tell her earlier 
and closes the door. 

22. You are invited to the home of your German friend. 
Upon entering the apartment, s/he welcomes you, and you 
take off your coat and continue into the living room. Your 
friend shouts after you: "Wait, I just cleaned the 
apartment!". Why did s/he react this way? 

  

  

23. You go with your German friends to a restaurant. 
Some of you have just been served your first courses. 
You say to your friends, "Just start eating. We don't 
want the dishes to get cold." They smile and thank you, 
but no one starts eating. Why do you think that is? 

 
24. You meet German friends from student exchange and 
talk about your plans after high school. You tell them that 
you are not sure right now, but you might be applying to a 
university in your hometown. Your friends look at you 
surprised and ask: "So you are staying home after 
graduation?". 
Why did they react that way? 

 
 
 

 

 



 

  

ANSWER: ANSWER: B 

22. Your friend reacted this way because it is common 
in German homes to remove shoes at the front door to 
avoid bringing dirt from outside into the house. Many 
Germans offer guests slippers to avoid cold feet and 
help them feel like at home. 

 

21. Although unannounced guests could disrupt the 
event plan, which could cause annoyance, she would 
not want to come off as rude and would invite the 
guests. Many Germans prefer to plan ahead, 
especially if they feel responsible for the results. This 
ties in with the tendency to avoid uncertainty, which 
is high in German culture. 
 

 

  

  

ANSWER: ANSWER: 

24. Many German high school graduates are unsure 
what the next step in their lives should be. That's one 
reason why about 1/3 of high school graduates take a 
one-year break after school and spend some time 
abroad. Work, travel and volunteer programs are 
popular to experience something different and gain 
personal or professional experience. Others apply to 
universities in different cities to experience a new 
environment. 

23. In Germany, it is common to wait until everyone at 
the table has received their dish and can start eating 
together. Starting to eat can be considered rude, 
even if the people who are still waiting for their food say 
it's okay for them. 
 

 
 
 

 

  



 
  

25.  Every morning you see your neighbor's son getting 
on his bicycle with his schoolbag. One day you ask him 
how old he is, and he answers proudly: "I'm 7!" You ask 
him: "And you ride your bike to school by yourself? 
Aren't you too young for that?". He seems surprised by 
your remark. Why did he react that way? 

26. When you are invited to someone's home in Germany, 
it is customary to bring a small gift, regardless of your 
relationship with the person. True or false? 

  

  

27. You friend texts to your mutual group of friends, "Hi 
friends, another year has passed, and I want to 
celebrate my birthday with you. I will provide the basics 
and you can bring the rest with you„. What might your 
friend mean? 
a) You are invited, and you can bring more friends to 
the party.  
b) Your friend is providing the venue, and you should 
bring birthday gifts. 
c) Some snacks and drinks will be provided, but you 
should bring more. 

28. You walk past the town hall in a small German town. A 
group of people cheer on a man who sweep oatmeal on 
the steps of the building with a toothbrush. Bystanders add 
more and more oatmeal while the man continues 
sweeping. What is happening? 

 
 
 

 

 



 

  

ANSWER:  ANSWER: 

26. True. 

Bringing a small gift to someone's home is seen as a 
way of thanking that person for the invitation. The 
gift does not have to be large or expensive. When you 
meet someone on a regular or casual basis, this rule 
does not apply. 

 
25. He may be surprised, since it is common in 
Germany to go to school alone and most of his 
classmates probably do the same. This is allowed 
because children learn independence at a young age. 
Many children take pride in the trust that adults place in 
them. In German culture, independence and 
individualism are important features.  

 

  

  

ANSWER: ANSWER: C 
28. In Germany, there is a tradition whereby men who are 
unmarried when they turn 30 must sweep the steps of city 
hall until a virgin "frees" the man with a kiss. The event is 
usually planned by the man's friends. The tradition 
originated in the city of Bremen, where in the past unmarried 
men had to sweep the steps of the cathedral and unmarried 
women had to clean the door handle. Both customs evoke 
the punishment inflicted, according to old beliefs, on people 
who did not start a family. People believed that in the afterlife 
they would have to perform meaningless tasks. 
 

 

27. It has been common among many young people in 
Germany for years that the host provides a reason to 
celebrate, a place and basic drinks and snacks, but 
guests should bring other specialties with them. 
This way, the host doesn't have to spend a lot of 
money. In addition, in a large group, it can be difficult to 
satisfy everyone's tastes, and this rule ensures a 
variety of drinks and snacks. 
 

 
 
 

 



 
  

29. Philipp invites you and some other friends to dinner 
at his home. At the table, he wants to know if everyone 
enjoy the food. Mona replies: "Mhm... Yes, but the 
coriander is not to my taste. I guess you either love it or 
hate it!". You reply surprised: "Mona! He spent the 
whole day cooking!", but no one else seems surprised 
by her remark. What could be the reason for this? 

30. You are walking with your German friend in the 
center of town. At one point you comment on how nice 
it is that the cars have little German flags. Your friend 
mumbles: "The World Cup is long over and it's time to 
put them away!". Why do you think s/he said that? 

  

  

31. You are in Germany visiting a friend. You go to a 
restaurant to celebrate your meeting. You want to order 
a bottle of water. The waiter/waitress asks you, "With or 
without?" What does he/she mean? You are in 
Germany visiting a friend. You go to a restaurant to 
celebrate your meeting. You want to order a bottle of 
water. The waiter/waitress asks you, "With or without?" 
What does he/she mean? 

32. You make an appointment with a German friend for 
coffee at 4 p.m. You arrive at the meeting place exactly 
on time. It turns out that your friend has been waiting for 
you for 15 minutes already. Why did this happen? 

 
 
 

 

 



 

  

ANSWER: ANSWER: 

30. National pride is mostly felt during sports 
competitions, with many Germans cheering for their 
team. During the World Cup, German flags and football 
t-shirts in the national colors can be seen everywhere. 
In German culture, patriotism is a touchy subject 
because of Germany's role in World War II. 
Nevertheless, there is a strong sense of regional pride 
or local patriotism. People tend to identify with their 
hometown or geographic region, especially in relation to 
sports. 

 

29. The critical remark or negative comment was not 
meant to offend the host. Many Germans value being 
honest, even though others may see it as rude. In 
German culture, expressing one's opinion directly 
and openly is viewed positively, especially when asked 
for it. 
 

  

  

ANSWER: ANSWER: 

32. Many Germans will arrive earlier at a meeting 
place to be sure to show up on time, as not being late 
is a sign of respect for the other person. Punctuality 
plays an important role in German culture, and this is 
reflected not only in everyday life, but also in the 
German education system and in the working 
environment.  
 

 

31. When the waiter/waitress asks, "With or without?" 
s/he wants to know whether you are ordering still or 
sparkling water. This question is often asked in 
German restaurants. 

 

 
 
 

 



 
  

33. You arrange with your friends to go to the sauna. 
When you arrive, you see that all the lounge chairs are 
occupied with towels and bags, even though there is no 
one else in the room. What do you think is the reason 
for this?  

34. You arrive in a small German town. One day you 
notice that almost every person going to the 
supermarket is carrying a jute bag. Why do you think 
that is? 
a) It's a gift for female employees on the occasion of 
National Saleswoman Day (every year on September 
7). 
b) Customers use it when shopping to minimize the use 
of plastic bags. 
c) Perishable goods can only be packed in jute bags. 

  

  

35. In Germany, it is common to go to the grandparents' 
house on Sunday afternoon for coffee and cake. 
True or false? 

36. One day you borrowed some money from your 
friend Lisa. After a few weeks, you notice that you never 
repaid her. You say, "Lisa, I'm so sorry! I completely 
forgot to give you the money back!". Lisa smiles, but 
you can see that she feels uncomfortable. Why do you 
think that is? 

 
 
 

 

 



 

  

ANSWER: C ANSWER: 

34. Sustainability and waste reduction are important 
issues in German society. Many Germans believe that 
every person can do what is right and what should be 
done about important issues. German culture also 
values such features as individualism and 
independence, and they are manifested in the 
individual's action and its contribution power. 
Germany also does not have a National Saleswoman 
Day. 

33. Among Germans there is a habit of reserving a 
place that may be needed later. There is a perception 
that Germans are the first to occupy poolside loungers 
with towels. Perhaps this is just due to practicalities, or 
perhaps due to the need for advance planning and 
preference for rules and order. 

 

  

  

ANSWER:  ANSWER: 

36. Lisa may fear coming off as stingy or rude. If one 
has lent money to others, she doesn't feel 
comfortable asking for it back. Talking about money 
is avoided in German culture because it is still a taboo 
subject. There is even a saying in Germany: "You don't 
talk about money whether you have them or not." 

35. True. 
In Germany, Sunday afternoon coffee and cake is a 
tradition. Sunday is a day when families often gather 
together a cup of coffee or friends are invited to enjoy 
each other's company in the afternoon. 

 
 
 

 

  



 
  

37. At school, your class discuss a topic. The teacher is 
curious about your opinion. You answer uncertainty that 
you don't know it exactly. Your classmate irritated 
reacts to your answer: "But we just talked about it 
yesterday. Why don't you share it in class?". Why did 
s/he react this way? 

38. It is the first day of your internship in Germany. A 
colleague from the company offers to introduce you to the 
boss. "Hi Martin, can I introduce you to our new intern?" 
asks the boss. You smile and say, "Hi Martin, nice to meet 
you!". Both the boss and your colleague seem confused. 
What is the reason for this? 

  

  

39. How do you greet someone you don’t know in a 
working environment? 
a) A kiss on both cheeks 
b) Nod your head in his/her direction and saying hello 
c) Shake his/her hand 

40. You have a date with a person from Germany. You are 
15 minutes late for the meeting, but you can’t inform the 
person because your phone is run out of battery. What 
might happen when you arrive? 
a) The person will be waiting for you and seeing you will be 
happy that you are finally there. 
b) No one will be at the appointed place. 
c) The person is also late, so you joke that you already 
have something in common. 

 
 
 

 

 



 

  

ANSWER:  ANSWER:  

38. Confusion may arise from the fact that you 
addressed your boss by name. In German, there is a 
pronoun and another form of the verb to use when 
addressing someone senior or in authority. Even 
though in some companies (small or start-up type) 
people use first names, it is worth observing first what 
the prevailing rule is in your company. 
 

37. The German education system values 
engagement, active participation and interaction in 
class. Teachers encourage lively classroom 
discussions. An expression of this, for example, is the 
rule that both oral and written participation in class 
contribute to the final grade. In German culture, 
expressing one's opinion directly and openly is 
viewed positively, especially when asked for it. 

 

  

  

ANSWER: ANSWER: C 

 
40.  It is likely that this person will not wait for you for so 
long convinced that you will not come at all. 
Punctuality is an important feature of German 
culture. Many Germans will even arrive at a meeting 
place ahead of time, as it is a sign of respect for the 
other person. 

39. In the professional area, you greet someone by 
shaking hands. Depending on the situation or the 
number of people, a nod and a verbal greeting is 
also a good option at the beginning of a meeting. 

 
 
 

 

 


