
 
 

  

1. You go to school in Syria and the day you get the 
grades, the mother of a Syrian friend asks you who got 
the highest grades. You answer that you do not know 
and that you only care about your own grades. Your 
friend's mother insists on the question. Why is this 
happening? 

 

2 . You and your family have moved to Syria. Every 

morning when you go to school, your Syrian neighbor 
insists on telling your father to send greetings to your 
teacher. Your father does not do it, and when the 
neighbor continued to insist there was tension. Why is 
this happening? 

  

  

3. You spend summer in Syria and you have entered a 
cafe to drink something refreshing. You observe the 
Syrian customers and find that almost everyone drinks 
the same. What are they drinking? 
a) Iced Soft Drink 
b) Hot tea or coffee 
c) Drink with alcohol 

4. You are invited to a Syrian Muslim house. After 
sitting at the table, you politely ask if there is some wine 
to drink. Your friend look at you with wonder. Why? 

 
 
 

 

  



 

  

ANSWER:  ANSWER:   

2. In Syria, the father often sends greetings to the 
teacher in order to cultivate a contact and 
communication so that the teacher often informs him 
about his child's performance.   
It is a habit of years and is mainly associated with the 
tendency of Syrians to have full knowledge of their 
children's performance at school and elsewhere. It’s 
also the expression of the collective culture, where 
people are connected and know about each other.  

1. Competition between students for grades is 
common in Syria. Usually, parents ask their children 
who got the highest score or what grades their child's 
friend got.  
The children have become accustomed to this 
behavior, with the result that they themselves ask their 
classmates their own grades and make comparisons. 
The Syrian culture is focused on the success and 
career on each person.  

  

  

ANSWER: ANSWER: B 

4. In Syria the consumption of alcohol and pork is 
banned for religious reasons (for Muslims). Other 
religions present also in Syria allow to drink alcohol. 

3. Even in the summer months, Syrians are 
accustomed to drinking hot tea or hot coffee.  
Hot tea and coffee are the «national» drinks of the 
Syrians. It is consumed all seasons and all hours of 
the day. Additionally hot drinks help to deal with hot 
weather by equalizing the temperature between the 
body and the air. 

  

 
 
 

 

  



 
  

5. You are talking to a friend from Syria about your 
business plans. You tell him that you would like to work 
in a company in the position of developer and you have 
started relevant contacts.  
You are very excited but your friend looks at you with 
wonder and asks you, why you are not thinking of 
opening own business. Why? 

6. You walk after sunset during Ramadan. You notice 
that the people hold food plates in their hands. Where 
are they going with the food? 
a) They take it to the nearby temple (Mosque). 
b) They give it to their neighbor. 
c) They will gather with others in the nearby park and 
eat there together. 

  

  

7. You enter a Syrian grocery store with your dog. The 
owner of the shop says that the dog must stay out and 
that it can not enter the store.  You explain to him that 
your dog is clean and vaccinated and you insist on 
keeping him. The owner is absolute and asks you again 
to let your dog out. Why? 

8. Your dog accidentally ate something from the plate of 
your Syrian roommate. It doesn't seem to be not a big 
deal, because you often feed your dog from your plate, 
but your friend is definitely annoyed. Why? 

 
 
 

 

 



 

  

ANSWER: B ANSWER:  

6 . In Syria, it is common for Muslims to cook a meal 
and give a dish to a neighbor. This happens all year 
round, but especially during the period of Ramadan it 
happens every day.  
This habit stems from their religion where there must 
be solidarity and offering to one another. In addition, 
when Ramadan ends, Muslims give as alms a certain 
amount of money, calculated to be able to feed a 
person in need for one day. 

 

5. The prevailing view in Syria about professional 
recognition is that it happens when you have created 
something of your own. It can be a business of your 
own or you can be a craftsman in something to work 
alone without having a boss.  This is an element of 
social prestige, which is important in the hierarchical 
culture, as Syrian. Being a boss put you higher in the 
social hierarchy. 

 

  

  

ANSWER: ANSWER: 

8. In Syria, no pets enter a house or shop. If a dog 
accidentally eats something from a plate, then they will 
clean the plate with dirt 7 times. It is a tradition that 
continues to this day in Syria and is associated with 
religion. Dogs according to Islam are considered 
unclean. 
 

 

7. In Syria pets are not allowed to enter a house or 
shop. Although they have dogs as pets, they always live 
in the yard and never indoors. Dogs according to Islam 
are considered unclean. An excerpt from their 
scripture’s states: "Angels do not enter a house where 
there are dogs or images„.  

 
 
 

 



 
  

9. You stay at a friend's house for a few days. Your 
friend has his/her birthday and you ask him/her when 
you start preparing the party. She looks at you as if 
she/he does not understand what you mean and tells 
you that he/she will not have a party. Why? 

10. You are greeted by a Syrian friend at the airport 
(same sex). How will he welcome you? 
a) With handshake 
b) With a hug and two kisses crosswise 
c) With a hug and three cross kisses 

  

  

 11. You drive on a main road in Syria and honking can 
be heard everywhere. You cannot understand what has 
happened and at the moment and you are confused 
about what to do. You reduce the speed of the car and 
then the honking sounds louder. Why? 
 

12. You go for a dinner with your friend. When the bill 
comes, you insist on giving half the money to your 
friend. He feels offended and tells you that he can not 
accept it. Why is this happening? 
 

 
 
 

 

 



 

  

ANSWER: B ANSWER:  

10. The usual greeting is a hug and two kisses 
crosswise, between people of the same sex.  
The usual greeting is a handshake between people of 
different sex. 

  

9. In Syria, mainly low- and middle-income families,  do 
not celebrate children's birthdays. According to one 
version, this is because every family has many 
children and if they ceremoniously celebrated each 
child's birthday, every month they would have a party. 

 

  

  

ANSWER: ANSWER: 

12. Τhe value of hospitality is extremely important in 
Syrian culture. For the Syrians it is taken for granted 
that they will pay the bill from the moment they host 
you. Guest never will pay or participate in payment. 
 

11. Drivers in Syria often honk for any reason and most 
of the time they are very hurried. It’s linked with the 
expressive culture, where emotions are visible and 
expressed also on the road. 
 

 
 
 

 

  



 
  

13. You talk to your friend and he tells you that his 14-
year-old brother in Syria started working. You are 
surprised by this and tell him that he is too young to 
work and that children of this age should not work. He 
seems to be surprised. Why is this happening? 

14. Your Syrian friend is 35 years old, he is not married 
and he still lives with his parents. You ask him when 
does he plan to move out, but he seems to be surprised 
by this question. Why? 

  

  

15. You meet a friend and he invites you home for tea. 
Soon the table is filled with delicacies. You tell him that 
you do not want to eat anything and there is no need for 
you to be served so many dishes. Υour friend looks at 
you and smiles. Why is this happening? 

16. You get on a bus for a long distance. Your location 
is next to a stranger. You sit down and in a few minutes 
the bus starts. The person next to you starts talking to 
you almost immediately about various issues. Why? 

 
 
 

 

 



 

  

ANSWER:  ANSWER:  

14. In Syria people usually get married young, by the 
age of 25 they. But at whatever age they get married, 
until that happens, they stay with their family. It is not 
usual for them to move and live alone.   
The explanation for this that stems from the Syrian 
culture is connected with the strong ties they have with 
the institution of the family. It’s also linked with the fact, 
that syrian culture is very collectivist and put strong 
accent on the relations. People don’t use to live alone. 

13. In Syria, often children start working very early, 
specially mainly low- and middle-income families. One 
reason this is happening is that since families have 
many children, they need to contribute and help 
their family raise the following children.  For that 
reason, boys study in the winter and work in summer 
vacation. 

 
 

  

  

ANSWER: ANSWER: 

16. Syrians are quite extroverted as personalities, they 
talk comfortably with strangers. Mainly with people of 
the same sex.  However, as a sign of respect, the man 
will not sit next to a woman. 
Syria is considered a collectivistic society, where the 
network and established contacts with a wide group of 
people are important, so people from Syria will make 
the contact in each situation. 

15. They are very hospitable in Syria. If you are at 
home, either scheduled or unplanned, they will first treat 
you tea and then bring you traditional dishes (buns, 
pasta, etc.). It’s also the part of the culture based on 
relation, where food is important element of making 
contacts and care of other person. 
 

 

 
 
 

 

  



 
  

17. You walk at night in a village and you notice that 
there is an event with over 2000 guests. What event is 
this? 
a) Marriage 
b) Funeral 
c) Political event 

18. You are in Syria during the Halloween period. How 
is this custom celebrated? 
a) This custom is not celebrated. 
b) The custom is celebrated having incorporated it into 
their own culture. 
c) The custom is celebrated in exactly the same way as 
in USA. 

  

  

19. Your friend from Syria went to University. His family 
slaughtered 2 lambs and is celebrating. Distributes 
meat to other people. This fiesta seems excessive to 
you and you ask your friend to explain why this 
happens. What do you think he will tell you as an 
explanation? 

 
20. Your friend from Syria is the youngest son for his 
family. He has just gotten married but will continue to 
live at home with his parents and his wife. Why is this 
happening? 

 
 
 

 

 



 

  

ANSWER: A ANSWER: A 

18. In Syria they do not easily adopt the customs of 
other countries. They follow their own customs and are 
not influenced by the customs of others. To this day, a 
strong connection is maintained with the customs of the 
place. Syrian culture celebrate the tradition and all 
innovations may be resisted. 

 

17. In Syria’s villages, the number of wedding guests 
exceeds 2,000. All families are big and including 
cousins, relatives, close friends, neighbors, which is 
linked with the collective society in which relations 
with people are important. In addition, you do not have 
to be invited to a wedding to attend it. This custom used 
to apply in cities, but no longer. 

  

  

ANSWER: ANSWER: 

20. In Syria it is customary for the youngest son of the 
family even when he gets married to continue living with 
his paternal family in order to take care of them as they 
get old.  Τhe institution of the family for the Syrians is 
strong. They take it for granted that one of the children 
will stay in the paternal home in order to take care of 
them as they get old. It’s linked with the concept of 
family and responsibility for each family member. 
Non of the family members cannot stay without care. 

 

19. In Syria, when someone succeeds in something or does 

something important (university, starting a business, 
marriage, childbirth, etc.) they slaughter 1 or 2 lambs to 
celebrate it. It’s important in the culture focus on success 
and competition.  
They often share the meat with people who can not afford it. 
In this way they give joy to others to share their own joy, as 
their religion dictates. Helping fellow human beings is 
important for the Syrians. 

 
 
 

 

  



 
  

21. You visit your Syrian friends at their home. What will 
you do with your shoes while entering home? 
a) You will continue to wear them in the house. 
b)  You will take them out at the entrance. 
c) Both of the above apply, it's up to you. 

22. A Kurd wants to open a restaurant in Syria and 
have pork. Can he do that? 
a) Yes, there is no problem with that. 
b) No, it is forbidden to open a restaurant that sells 
pork. 

  

  

23. You stay at a friend's house for a few days. In the 
morning, his younger 7-year-old brother leaves for 
school alone, without anyone accompanying him. You 
are scared when you see him go out on the street alone 
and you ask him to wait and you are looking to find your 
friend. Your friend tells you that it is okay to go to school 
alone and he has laughed at your reaction. Why is this 
happening? 

24. During your walk you pass by the school. You 
noticed that there are students of all ages, from 7 years 
old to 17 years old. Why is this happening? 

 
 
 

 

 



 

  

ANSWER: A  ANSWER: B 

22.  Kurdish, Armenian and Syrian Christians can get 
permission to open a restaurant that also sells pork. 
Syrian Muslims cannot do that. 

21. In Syria, everyone takes off their shoes and leaves 
them at the entrance before entering the house. This 
custom is related to the Syrian effort to keep their house 
clean.  Especially in the mosque it is a great insult to 
enter with shoes. 

  

  

ANSWER: ANSWER: 

24. In Syria all levels of education are housed in the 
same school complex. 

23. Schools in Syria are in every neighborhood, very 
close to home and the children go alone, 
unaccompanied by an adult. 

 
 
 

 

  



 
  

25. You plan to go to a conference that starts at 17:00. 
Something delayed you on the road and you arrived at 
the spot at 17:30. You feel very uncomfortable entering 
so late and trying to decide what to do. At that moment, 
an acquaintance of yours appears where he is also late 
and you tell him that you feel uncomfortable entering. 
He smiles at you and tells you that there is no problem. 
Why is this happening? 

26. You started working for a company in Syria. You will 
soon find that sometimes you and your colleague are 
asked to do more than you have agreed. Your 
colleague does not see the problem with that. Why? 

  

  

27. In the supermarket women don’t work. True or 
false? 

28. You are walking on the street with your Syrian 
friends. You reach a crosswalk where the traffic light is 
red. You are waiting for the green light to come on while 
your friends push you with a smile and tell you that it is 
okay to cross the street with a red light. Why is this 
happening? 
 

 
 
 

 

 



 

  

ANSWER:  ANSWER:  

26. In Syria it is customary to do within your schedule 
whatever is asked of you. There is no absolute 
division of responsibilities. 
Syria is considered a collectivistic society, where 
individuals belong to the group and the tasks are do in 
the groups, without strong division between the 
members.  

25. In Syria there is very often a delay in the start of 
events and it is common.  
This is because in Syria there is very flexible approach 
to the time and being late is not considered rude. 

 

  

  

ANSWER: 

 
ANSWER: 

28. In Syria people do not pay much attention to traffic 
lights for pedestrians. They check the road if a car is 
coming and carefully cross the road, no matter of the 
light. It’s linked with relative low trust to the 
government and public institutions, which are creating 
the law. 
 
 
 

27. True 
Women work if they have any scientific specialization 
(eg doctor, teacher, etc.). Women are also allowed to 
do some chores from home, for example sewing 
services.  
They do not usually work in simple jobs as salespeople 
or in customer service. It’s strongly connected with the 
social roles and designed task of woman and man. 

 
 
 

 



 
  

29. You are on the bus and all sits are taken. An 
elderly man enter the bus in the stop. He is standing 
next to a young tourist, who is sitting. You find that the 
old man looks at him angrily, while some people 
around him do the same. Why is this happening? 

30. You live very close to a friend's house. Your friend 
visited you for coffee in the afternoon without you 
having agreed or calling you before. Why is this 
happening? 

  

  

31. In the Math class you had a task, which you did 
not do. You ask your classmates to give you theirs to 
copy. How will they react? 

32. In Syria, a Christian woman wants to marry a 
Muslim. What should happen before the wedding? 
a) They should ask their parents for the permision 
b) They should earn enough money to have the 
wedding 
c) One of them shoul change religion 

 
 
 

 

 



 

  

ANSWER:  ANSWER:  

30. In Syria it’s not common to notify anyone before 
visiting their home. You can just go and knock on his 
door. This is because of the importance of ties they 
have with their neighbors and acquaintances. It’s also 
connected with flexible time approach, where very 
often people don’t have to put everything in the 
schedule, including meetings with friends. 

29. In Syria, to date, there are some rules related to respect 
for the elderly. Younger people are still used to having a 
submissive attitude towards older people. In this context, 
they should get up for an elderly person to sit down, give him 
their turn at the supermarket, help him on the road if he 
seems to need help.  
The hierarchy in Syria is still strong and important. The 
position of each person depends on age, profesion, 
education. For example, in a dispute between two people, it 
is considered in advance that the older person is right with 
the sole criterion sometimes age.  
 

  

  

ANSWER: C ANSWER: 

32. Even though it’s possible, but it is not common. 
Usually marriages take place between people of the same 
religion. 
Syria is a mosaic of religions and ethnicities, with Muslims of 
course in the majority, while the Orthodox Christian 
community is quite large. Because of this peculiarity, mixed 
marriages were a very common phenomenon with Christians 
often marrying Muslims and vice versa. After the war, 
however, this has been considerably reduced due to the 
rising importance of religion in the country.  
 

 

31. They will give you their work so that you can copy it 
with great ease. In Syria people help each other 
generously, although they are competitive in terms of 
grades. 
 In Syrian culture, relations with others have an 
important place. They have strong ties to family, 
relatives, classmates at school, neighbors, which is 
typical for collectivistic society. 

 
 
 

 



 
  

33. An unmarried Syrian couple lives in an European 
country. They want to visit the woman's relatives, but 
she refuses to host them. Why is this happening? 

34. A Syrian man is gay and informs his family about 
the sexual orientation. They accept this, but at the same 
time they are scared and they offer him to leave the 
country and go to a European country. Why is this 
happening? 

  

  

35. You work in a Syrian company. Your co-worker 
organises the child's birthday party and invites the 
whole company. You don’t like such a gathering, so you 
kindly inform him that you won’t come. Next days you 
notice that many people reduce the talks with you. Why 
is this happening? 

36. You communicate with a friend in Syria via email 
and she tells you that she is trying to leave the country 
because she wants to study and not to get married, 
because she is under pressure to get married when she 
does not want to. Why is this happening? 

 
 
 

 

 



 

  

ANSWER:  ANSWER:  

34. In Syria, and especially at a time when the Islamic 
State had occupied some areas, being a gay or lesbian 
was was punished with death. 
Even after the fall of the Islamic State, in some areas, 
non heterosexuality is not acceptable and people face 
serious problems. Non heterosexuality carries prison 
sentences to this day. That is why non heterosexual 
people decide to leave Syria. 

  

33. In many parts of Syria, especially in the province, a 
tradition is maintained to this day, which does not allow 
a partner to visit without being bound by marriage. 
Syrian culture is very traditional and intolerant of 
unorthodox behaviour and ideas.  Changes and new 
ideas need a lot of time to be accepted and 
incorporated. 
 

 

  

  

ANSWER: ANSWER: 

36. Syria basically has a patriarchal and male-
dominated culture. Girls often decide to leave the 
country in order to avoid a forced marriage, under the 
pretext that they have to protect their honor in every 
way. It’s strongly connected with the social roles and 
designed task of woman and man. 
 

35. Syria is a collectivist societies and the 
relationships in the work, between co-workers and 
employer and employee are perceived in moral terms 
(like a family link). It’s important to spend the time with 
the co-workers, know their children and family. That 
builds the group and maintains relations, which are 
needed to work efficiently. 
 

 
 
 

 



 
  

37. You work for a company in Syria. You suggest to 
your co-workers to go somewhere for lunch immediately 
after work. Your associates refuse. Why is this 
happening? 

38. You and your Syrian friend leave his house for the 
airport in order to go to a University in another country. 
Your friend's mother throws a bucket of water behind 
you as you go. Why is this happening? 

  

  

39. Your Syrian female friend wants to go for a walk. 
She is alone in the house without male family members. 
What is she going to do? 
a) She will be waiting for a male relative to accompany 
her.  
b) She will go for a walk alone. 
c) She will go for a walk with her female neighbor. 

40. You are on the meeting with co-workers/classmates 
from Syria to discuss the ideas for the next project. The 
discussion is very emotional, everyone is speaking at 
the same time. You want to present your ideas, but 
when you start someone interrupts you and starts to 
speak about another topic. Why is this happening? 

 
 
 

 

 



 

  

ANSWER:  ANSWER:  

38. It is a custom that is observed until today, in order to 
be safe. 

37. In Syria they usually go home after work, if nothing 
is planned. They generally do not change their plans at 
the last minute. 

 
 

  

  

ANSWER: ANSWER: A 

40.  People in Syria tend to conduct very animated 
meetings, which includes many interruptions and 
tangents to unrelated topics. Very often multiple 
conversations are conducted at once when talking in a 
group. Interruption to make your point of view is not 
considered rude. 

 

39. While Syria has developed some sufficiently secular 
characteristics during independence in the second half 
of the 20th century, after 2011 at the start of the Syrian 
Civil War where extremist rebel groups such as the Al 
Nusra Front and the Islamic State (ISIS) imposed strict 
policies that restrict women's freedoms in areas under 
their control. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 


