
   
  

1. You have an appointment in Athens but you are lost. 
You need directions, but your phone has a low battery. 
What is the best thing to do in this situation? 

2. You go on vacation to Greece. Your Greek friend 
who host you, pick you up from the airport. How s/he 
greet you? 

a) A hug and 2 kisses on the cheeks 

b) Just a hug, no kisses  

c) A handshake 

  

  

3. You work for a Greek organization. Your colleague asks 
you to do some additional tasks. You get angry with 
him/her, and a tension between you is created. Your 
superiors also do not approve of your colleague's 
requests. Why do you think that is? 
 
 

4. You arrive in Greece and take a taxi driving you to 
the city center. The taxi driver asks you personal 
questions about your trip, your accommodations and 
the length of your stay. Why does s/he do this? 

 
 
 

 

  



   

  

ANSWER: A  ANSWER:  

2. This is the typical way people in Greece greet their 
friends and guests. In Greece, physical contact is 
important and expresses friendliness towards other 
people. Caring for bonds and social relationships 
is an important part of Greek culture, and physical 
closeness is a sign of this. 

 

1. Ask locals for help. Asking for directions is 
common in Greece, and most people are willing to 
help. In a situation where someone is in need, people 
from Greece are willing to provide the necessary 
assistance. This is due to a strong orientation 
toward social relationships, which are of great 
importance in Greek culture. Caring about bonds is 
also manifested in a readiness to help and support 
others. 

 

  

  

ANSWER: ANSWER: 

4. It is common for Greek taxi drivers to ask their customers 
a lot of questions. This sometimes bothers Greek 
passengers as well. Extraversion is a key feature of Greek 
culture, which can manifest itself in a tendency to be 
talkative, curious about many things, expressive or easy 
to make contact. 
 

 

3. Work is an important part of Greek culture, but many 
people do not want to do more than has been agreed 
upon. Keeping previously agreed conditions and 
established order provides Greeks with a sense of 
security. Qualities such as work organization and 
respect for accepted rules are considered valuable 
in Greek society. 
 
 
 
. 

 
 
 

 



   
 

  

5. You go to the house of a Greek classmate to study. The 
classmate's mother interrupts your study and offers you 
coffee and homemade cake. You tell her you only want a 
glass of water, but she insists. Why does this happen? 

6. There is a presentation today at the Greek company 
where you work. Due to traffic jams, you arrive 15 
minutes late and notice that you are not the only person 
entering the building. You feel uncomfortable, but your 
colleagues tell you it's no problem. They simply knock 
on the door and apologize for being late. It turns out 
that no one holds it against them for being late and they 
are welcome to attend the presentation. Why does this 
happen? 

  

  

7. You tell your Greek roommate that you are ready for an 
important job interview, and s/he spits at you. Why? 

8. You are dating the girl from Greece. After your date, 
she asks you not to drive her by the car to the front of 
her house. Why does this happen? 

 
 
 

 

 



   

  

ANSWER:  ANSWER:  

6. Short delay is typical in Greece and acceptable if there 
was an excusable reason. In Greek culture, time is 
perceived flexibly, so short delay is socially 
acceptable and does not cause disapproval. The Greeks 
are a culture that is more strongly relationship-
oriented than task-oriented, so the fact of someone's 
presence is valued more than the strict observance of 
being on time. 
 

 

5. This is her way of making you feel comfortable. 
There is a special relationship between eating and 
receiving someone in a Greek home. To be polite, 
Greeks offer guests something to eat or drink. This is 
an expression of Greek hospitality, which in turn is one 
of the characteristic of Greek culture. It is also an 
accepted way for Greeks to show cordiality, kindness 
and caring in their relationships with other people. 

 
 

  

  

ANSWER:  ANSWER:  

8. Her parents would not be happy to see her in your 
company. In Greek society, the institution of the family 
is strong, and the relationships between its members 
are very close. This often causes the Greek family to be 
overprotective of its members (especially in parent-
child relationships when they are at a young age) and 
tends to interfere in their personal relationships. This is 
usually not because of curiosity, but interest and 
concern. 
 

 

7. In Greece, many people believe that spitting is a way 
of wishing good luck or good fortune. This is an old 
custom that Greeks still practice among family and 
close friends. "Matiasma" is the belief that a person can 
be negatively affected by jealousy or simply by another 
person’s gaze (perhaps even unintentionally). 
According to the Greeks, spitting is a gesture that 
protects against or removes a "bad charm”. 

 
 
 

 



   
  

9. What would many Greeks recommend that someone do 
or try when visiting Greece for the first time? 
a) Visit the Acropolis and museums 
b) Visit Greek islands 
c) Tasting Mousaka - a traditional Greek dish 

10. You work for a Greek company. You have an 
important meeting regarding your next project but wake 
up feeling unwell and know that you are sick. You call 
your colleague, who informs you that s/he will take up 
your tasks and text you with the details of the meeting 
after it is over. Why does this happen? 

  

  

11. You are on a train and realize that you have lost your 
ID card somewhere in the train. A couple from Greece sits 
next to you. What should you do?  
a) Ask the couple for help 
b) Wait for the auditor and ask for his/her help 
c) Contact the relevant services by phone to report a lost 
document. 

12. Your Greek friend invites you home for dinner. After 
you eat, you clean up and wash the dishes together. 
You accidentally break one plate. You feel terrible, but 
your friend shouts "Opaaa" and laughs. What does 
his/her reaction mean? 

 
 
 

 

 



   

  

ANSWER:  ANSWER: C 

10. If it's a health problem, most Greeks will be willing to 
replace you at work. Greeks offer their help, especially 
when someone is in need. This is due to a strong 
orientation toward social relationships, which are of 
great importance in Greek culture. The care of 
relationships also manifests itself in a willingness to 
help and support others. 

9. Greeks will most often recommend you eat first and 
then visit the city, museums and monuments. For 
Greeks, eating is an important part of life and, as an 
act, it has great social significance. It is a time to 
spend with family and friends, a way to celebrate 
everyday life and an integral part of having fun, 
relaxing and enjoying life. 

 

  

  

ANSWER:  ANSWER: A 

12.  "Opaaa" is the customary shout accompanying 
the breaking of dishes. It is also often used when 
expressing enthusiasm, surprise or shock, and just 
after making a mistake. It is a Greek tradition to break 
plates and shout "Opaaa" as a form of entertainment. At 
Greek parties, it is customary to dance and break plates 
to remove bad energy. 

 

11. It is likely that they will watch over your belongings 
or help you in your search. In a situation where 
someone is in need, Greeks are eager and willing to 
help. This is due to a strong orientation toward 
social relationships, which are of great importance in 
Greek culture. Caring for relationships is also 
manifested in a willingness to help and provide 
support. 

 
 
 

 

  



   
  

13. During your first visit in Greece, you go with a friend to 
a restaurant. When you ask the waiter/waitress for the bill, 
s/he informs you that your friend has already paid it. Why 
do you think that is? 

14. Your Greek classmate invited you to dinner with 
his/her family. His/her mother put a large portion for 
you, and you ate only a little. She felt offended. Why did 
she react this way? 

  

  

15. From what age does a young adult's family usually 
allow him to stay out late?  
a) After the age of 12-13 
b) After the age of 14-15 
c) After the age of 17-18 

16. During your trip to Greece, you noticed that people 
make the sign of the cross every time they pass by a 
church. Why do you think that is? 

 
 
 

 

 



   

  

ANSWER:  ANSWER:  

14. She felt offended because she had prepared the 
meal to express her pleasure in hosting you. Eating a 
small amount can be perceived as rude. There is a 
special connection between food and hospitality, 
which is an important part of Greek culture. It is the 
way Greeks show cordiality, kindness and courtesy to 
other people. 
 

13. If a friend is visiting Greece for the first time, it is 
both a tradition and a polite gesture to pay the bill. 
Greeks are very hospitable and like to make others feel 
comfortable. In this way, Greeks also show cordiality, 
kindness and friendship. 

  

  

ANSWER:  ANSWER: C 

16. It is a religious tradition. It is a way of symbolically 
showing respect in the context of faith. In Greek culture, 
tradition is of great importance, and as a result, many 
Greeks follow accepted customs. 

 

15. The rules in this regard are strict in most Greek 
families. In Greek society, the institution of the family 
is strong and the relationships between its 
members are very close. This often causes the family 
to be overprotective of its members, especially in 
parent-child relationships when they are at a young 
age.  

 

 
 
 

 

  



   
  

17. Your Greek friend invites you to dinner. At what time 
should you expect to meet at the restaurant? 
a) 19:00 
b) 20:00 
c) 21:00 

18. During an educational exchange program, your 
Greek friend brings traditional food for the project 
organizers. You don't have any gifts. Your friend tells 
you that this is not polite and suggests that you buy a 
gift. Why does he react this way? 

  

  

19. You moved to Greece with your family and started 
high school. You have good grades and plan to become a 
plumber after school. Your friends' parents advise you to 
think about it, pass your exams and get into college. You 
tell them that you like technical professions, but they insist 
on their opinion. What is the reason for this? 

20. Your work colleague from Greece left you a 
message. You replied to him/her after 3 days. It turns 
out that the co-worker was annoyed by this. What is the 
reason for his/her reaction? 

 
 
 

 

 



   

  

ANSWER:  ANSWER: C 

18. In Greek culture, it is considered rude to go empty-
handed when visiting someone for the first time. Offering 
someone a gift comes from hospitality, which is an 
important feature of Greek culture. In ancient Greece, 
hospitality was considered an act of virtue. Specialities 
are the most common gift, as food is an essential part 
of Greek life. 
 

 

17. Greeks are used to eat dinner late at night. In Greek 
culture, the evening meal also has great social 
significance. It is a way of spending leisure time with 
friends. 

  

  

ANSWER:  ANSWER:  

20. Punctuality and keeping the rules at work is 
important and ignoring or responding late is a sign of 
disrespect to Greeks. While in informal situations there 
is more flexibility about time and organization, in the 
professional environment, the flexibility is not big, and 
more attention is paid to keeping the accepted norms. 

 

19. There is a perception in Greece that technical 
professions are inferior. Most parents dream of their 
children getting into university. The idea that with a 
university degree one will gain social appreciation is 
ingrained in Greek culture. 
After the economic crisis, this is gradually changing, as it 
has become apparent that many technical professions 
have survived to a greater extent than professions such as 
philology and other theoretical schools, and graduates of 
these fields are facing unemployment and job insecurity. 
 

 
 

 



   
  

21. Your Greek colleague is 35 years old and still lives 
with his/her parents. S/he seems to be surprised by the 
question, when s/he is planning to move out. Why? 

22. You are engaged to a Greek man from Crete (the 
largest island in Greece). You  discuss the number of 
wedding guests, and your fiancé tells you that there will 
be about 1,000 people from his side. Why should there 
be so many guests? 

  

  

23. Your Greek friend has a severe headache. S/he calls a 
friend and asks him/her to say the formula "xematiazo”. 
What is it? 

24. You talk to a Greek colleague about a promotion 
she waits for, and she knocks on a wooden table. Why 
do you think that is? 

 
 
 

 

 

  



   

 
 

ANSWER:  

 
 
 

ANSWER:  

22. In some parts of Greece, mainly in the countryside, 
many guests are invited to weddings. Family bonds are 
important, so all members are invited, no matter how far 
away they live. In Greek society, the institution of the 
family is strong, and relationships between family 
members are very close. In addition, extroversion is 
one of the characteristics of Greek culture, a 
manifestation of which is the need to share significant 
moments or celebrate important events in someone's 
life with almost everyone you know. 
 

 

21. In Greece, living with parents until marriage is 
common. In Greek society, the institution of the 
family is strong and relationships between family 
members are very close. This is due to the 
relationship orientation and the fact that that Greeks 
highly value family bonds. 
 

 

  

  

ANSWER:  ANSWER:  

24. She does this in order to avoid failure. Many Greeks 
believe that knocking on wood is a way to protect 
against bad luck. It is a custom that is still practiced 
today. 

 

23. Many Greeks believe in bad energy. A headache 
is often believed to be caused by it. The way to get rid 
of negative energy, and thus make the ailment go 
away, is for someone to say a special "xematiazo" 
wish. This is a custom that Greeks still practice among 
family and close friends. 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 



   
  

25. You are having a video call with your Greek friend. 
During the conversation, you see her going to her mother's 
house to get food for the next few days. Why does she do 
this? 

26. You make an appointment with a Greek friend to 
meet at the university library. S/he calls and says s/he 
will be there in 5 minutes. S/he arrives after 15 minutes. 
You are a bit angry about his/her delay, but your friend 
can't understand it. Why do you think that is? 

  

  

27. Your roommate is Greek. One morning a big package 
arrives at your apartment from his family. Inside s/he has 
frozen meat in a special package, cheese, honey, nuts, 
olives, handmade pasta, chocolates and money. Why 
does this happen? 

28. You are on vacation in Greece. You lost your credit 
card and have to wait in line at the bank. While you are 
waiting, a Greek walks into the bank and goes to the 
cashier without waiting his/her turn. Why does this 
happen? 

 
 
 

 

 



   

  

ANSWER:  ANSWER:  

26. Many Greeks use the phrase "I will be there in 5 
minutes" to communicate that they will be at the meeting 
place in a short period of time. The phrase implies a time 
frame of 5 to 20 minutes. A short delay is typical and 
acceptable because time is perceived flexibly. Short 
delay is socially acceptable and does not arouse 
disapproval. Greeks are a more relationship-oriented 
culture than task-oriented, and as a result, the fact of 
someone's presence is appreciated more than the strict 
observance of being on time. 

 

 

25. It is common in Greece for children of all ages, 
even if they live in another house, to visit their parents 
to receive cooked take-out food. Greek families take 
care of their members even when those members are 
adults and/or will have families of their own. In Greek 
culture, food is an essential part of life, and in this 
situation, sharing meals is an expression of care. In 
Greek society, the institution of the family is strong, 
and relationships between family members are very 
close. 

  

  

ANSWER:  ANSWER:  

28. A small percentage of people in Greece still do not 
wait their turn and want to be served before the rest. 
This can happen in a bank or at a traffic light. In recent 
years, such behavior is not accepted and in most cases 
people who wait react. It is a habit that Greeks slowly 
leaves behind. 

 

27. In Greece, it is common for parents to send parcels 
of products for their children, not only for financial 
reasons, but as a sign of care. Greek families take care 
of their members even when those members are adults 
and/or will have families of their own. In Greek society, 
the institution of the family is strong, and 
relationships between family members are very 
close. 
 

 
 
 
 

 



   
  

29. For what reasons do Greeks most often invite guests 
to their home for dinner?  
a) Special occasions such as a holiday, birthday, 
anniversary 
b) Holidays such as Easter, Christmas 
c) For no particular reason 

30. You visit a restaurant in Greece with friends. After 
you finish dinner, the waiter/waitress collects the dishes 
and then brings you dessert, even though you didn't 
order it. Why? 

  

  

31. You are on vacation in Athens and get on a bus. You 
sit next to a Greek stranger who is traveling to the same 
destination. After a while, the stranger starts talking to you 
about studies, work and other things. What is the reason 
for this? 

32. While visiting a Greek friend in Crete, you go to a 
cafe. Someone walks in, greets your friend and sits 
down with another group. Then your friend tells the 
waiter/waitress that s/he would like to buy that person a 
coffee. What is the reason for this? 

 
 
 

 

 



   

  

ANSWER:  ANSWER: C 

30. In most places in Greece, restaurants serve a local 
drink (such as raki or tsipouro) after lunch or dinner, 
accompanied by 2-3 desserts at no extra charge. This is 
an expression of hospitality, which is one of the 
characteristic of Greek culture. This is how Greeks show 
cordiality, kindness or gratitude. 

 

29. For Greeks, eating is an important part of life 
and, as an act, has great social significance. In 
Greek culture, eating a meal together is a typical way 
of spending leisure time with friends and 
acquaintances. It is a way of celebrating everyday life 
and an expression of Greek hospitality, which in turn is 
one of the hallmarks of Greek culture. This is how 
Greeks show cordiality, friendliness and care for 
relationships with other people.  
 

 

  

  

ANSWER:  ANSWER:  

32. In many regions of Greece, when a friend walks into a 
cafe, it is common for someone who is already there to 
buy him/her a coffee or drink. It's a gesture that expresses 
cordiality, kindness and friendship, and the source is a 
feature of Greek culture - hospitality. 
 

 

31. In Greece, it is often easy to start a conversation 
with a stranger because of their openness and 
communicativeness. This is more common in the 
provinces, but often found in big cities such as Athens 
and Thessaloniki. Extraversion is a key feature of 
Greek culture, which can manifest itself in a tendency to 
be talkative, curious about many things, expressive 
or easy to make contact. 
. 

 
 
 

 

  



   
  

33. You are an intern at a big company in Greece. You 
would like to take on important and meaningful tasks, but 
your supervisor only gives you paperwork. Why does this 
happen? 

34. You go to the beach in Greece with your friends. At 
noon, a group of Greeks next to you open boxes of 
meatballs, omelets, tomatoes, cheese and bread. What 
is the reason for this? 

  

  

35. You are a student at a university in Greece. One day a 
Greek classmate talks to you, introduces himself /herself 
and offers you something from his/her lunch box. Why 
does s/he do this? 

36. You study at a university in Greece. Two Greek 
classmates discuss a topic. During the discussion, they 
raise their voices and make gestures with their hands. 
What is the reason for their behavior? 

 
 
 

 

 



   

  

ANSWER:  ANSWER:  

34. In the summer, many Greeks like to spend a few 
hours on the beach. Some make sure to have 
everything with them, including food, so that they don't 
have to move from their resting place. This habit was 
more common in the past, while nowadays the 
percentage of people who follow it gradually decreases. 
For Greeks, food is an important part of life, as is 
relaxation, fun and rest, so the most optimal is a 
combination of the two. 

33. In Greece, young employees at the beginning of an 
internship usually only deal with "paperwork”. Until the 
company trusts the intern, they are unwilling to teach 
them work-related things or trust them with serious 
matters. In Greek society, there is a hierarchy, and 
according to this hierarchy, the most trust is placed in 
those with a higher position or with more responsibility 
for tasks. Until appreciation is gained, trust in an 
employee is also limited. 

 

  

  

ANSWER:  ANSWER:  

36. Greeks often discuss things with engagement. 
Such behavior may look like Greeks argue, but the truth 
is that when they speak passionately about something, 
they do so loudly, make hand movements and express 
excitement. One of the characteristics of Greek culture is 
extraversion, which can be characterized by a certain 
way of communicating, i.e., talking loudly, speaking 
fast, expressing vividly or using gestures. 

 

35. This means that your classmate likes you and 
would like to get to know you. Many Greeks offer 
their food to those they like, and it would be rude to 
refuse to eat something. There is a special connection 
between food and social bonds. To be polite, Greeks 
offer something to eat or drink. This is an expression of 
Greek hospitality, which in turn is one of the 
characteristic of Greek culture. It is also an accepted 
way in which Greeks show cordiality, kindness and 
care for relationships with other people. 

 
 
 
 

 



   
  

37. You work on a project in an international team. A 
certain problem prevents you from continuing to work 
according to the procedures agreed upon at the beginning. 
Your colleagues from Greece propose a solution that 
changes the previously agreed order of action. 
Misunderstandings arise between the partners, as some of 
you want to follow what was originally agreed upon, yet 
the Greeks insist on a change. Why do they do this? 

38. You work for a Greek company. At around 8 p. m., a 
colleague suggests you go out to a taverna for dinner 
and drinks. You want to go home because you have 
some household chores and politely refuse. Your 
colleague states that you ruin the company and that 
everyone else will come. Why does s/he react this way? 

 

  

  

39. You decide to spend your vacation in Greece and 
inform your Greek friend, whom you met through an 
Erasmus+ exchange program. You tell him/her that you 
have booked a hotel, but s/he insists on hosting you. S/he 
even states that s/he will get upset if s/he does not host 
you. What is the reason for this reaction? 

40. You are in Greece in October on an Erasmus+ 
student exchange. You learn that Halloween 
celebrations are planned, even though this is not a 
Greek custom. Why? 

 
 
 

 

 



   

  

ANSWER:  ANSWER:  

38. In Greece, it is common for employees to go to a 
taverna or restaurant after work without planning. When 
this happens, they mostly change their plans to join the 
group. Spending time together is considered an 
expression of integration and loyalty. Greeks are 
strongly relationship-oriented, so making friends or 
spending time together with co-workers is considered a 
way to strengthen bonds, and this translates into a 
friendly atmosphere at work. 
 
 

 

37. Rigidity in the area of bureaucracy and procedures 
has forced the development of the ability to be flexible 
and adapt quickly. This allows one to smoothly 
manage obstacles encountered, implement solutions 
and achieve the desired result. 
 

 
 

  

  

ANSWER:  ANSWER:  

40.  Although tradition is important in Greek culture, it is 
also very easy for Greeks to adopt another custom if 
they like it. In recent years, Greeks decided to hold 
parties and celebrate Halloween, although it is a cultural 
element that originated in the US. 

 

39. It is an expression of Greek hospitality, and this in 
turn is one of the characteristic of Greek culture. The 
ancient Greeks considered hospitality a moral duty and 
a sacred principle of the gods. The Greeks are a 
relationship-oriented culture, and as a result, it is 
important for them to maintain good relationships with 
friends and loved ones. Hosting someone in one's 
home is considered one of the manifestations of caring 
for close social bonds. 

 
 
 

 

 


