
 
 

  

1. You take your usual short cut via a school yard in 
Kumasi, but today it„s earlier than the other days. You 
see many students lined up in the schoolyard listening 
to the headmaster. Suddenly, a man stops you: 
„Please, you are not allowed to pass here!“ 
Why might he has stopped you? 

2. You thought about getting a prepaid card for your 
phone so that you can be reached during your stay in 
Ghana.  In the afternoon, your host mother 
accompanies you to the shop nearby but it seems to be 
closed already. „No worries“, she says and points to a 
mobile phone number visible outside the shop.  
What might your host mother mean?  
 

  

  

3. You are tired of the crowdedness of the Ghanaian 
capital,  Accra, and you decide to travel to the 
countryside for some days. Once arrived in a little town 
near the coast line, you are greeted friendly by an 
elderly man sitting under a tree, but you don„t know him. 
On your way back to your hostel, more people wave to 
you friendly or welcome you in their town. Why is that 
happening? 

4. You left your hostel to discover the area around. You 
haven‟t been to Ghana before and you have just arrived 
yesterday late at night. You walk through busy streets, 
people shout, sing and chat.  Along with that you see 
men walking up and down shouting repeatedly: 
"Madina!“, „Adenta!“, „Legon!“  Why is that and what 
could that mean? 

 
 
 

 

  



 

  

ANSWER:  ANSWER: 

2. In Ghana, it is not unusual that shop owners display their 
contact details outside their shops (mostly their mobile 
phone number). This way you can reach them independent 
from the opening hours. One may consider opening hours as 
orientation, but there is also flexibility: If it suits the owner 
s*he might come by and still attend you. In Ghana, one's 
own well being is important and work is considered an 
element of life, not its purpose. People place a higher degree 
of importance on leisure time. Also the attitude toward 
time is flexible, which may be seen in the opening hours, 
which are the referrals, but not the fix frame. 
 

1. You might have disturbed the so-called „assembly“ which 
is the traditional procedure to start a school day in Ghana. 
All pupils gather, pray and sing (e.g. the Ghanaian national 
anthem) together in the morning. The headmaster might 
make important announcements. Only after that, all head to 
their classes and either lessons are initiated right away or 
they pray or sing once again before starting off. It‟s linked 
with the strong role of group in Ghanian culture. People 
are defined by their belonging to the group and all 
gatherings can make the collective spirit stronger.   
 

  

  

 
 

ANSWER: 

 
 

ANSWER: 

4. In Ghana one main means of public transport is 
“trotros”: These are mini vans which can be compared 
to shared taxis. There are no timetables or schedules 
for the “trotros”. People just get on it and they head into 
a certain direction. This is what the men are shouting to 
attract people wishing to go to e.g. Madina,  Adenta or 
Legon (names of the cities). 

3. It„s not unusual to be greeted and to be welcomed by 
Ghanaian as a matter of friendliness even towards 
strangers. This is also not necessarily limited to smaller 
places where people know each other or where 
strangers are spotted easily. It‟s connected with the fact 
that Ghana culture is collective and it‟s important to 
belong to a group. People will welcome newcomers 
and will give them possibility to be the part of the local 
community quite quick. 

 
 
 

 

  



 
  

5. It‟s 5 am in the morning when you hear a sound 
which wakes you up. Your Ghanaian host sister in the 
kitchen filling water into a bucket. “Why are you already 
awake, it‟s not time for school yet. It‟s so early!”, you 
ask her. She seems surprised: “If I didn‟t get up early, 
there is not enough time after school to get all done in 
the house!”  What might be the reason for her getting 
up long before school start? 

6. You ask your friend, Appiah, if he wishes to meet up 
on Sunday for lunch. „Sunday will not work, I will be in 
church“, he let„s you know. „But maybe for a late lunch 
then?“, you try, but your friend seems to be confused 
about your question. What might be the reason for his 
confusion? 

  

  

7. You are invited to your Ghanaian friend„s home, 
where she lives with her family. Once arrived, 
everybody is very friendly and welcomes you. You are 
introduced to her parents, her brothers and sisters and 
her two younger cousins. „So nice to even have the 
opportunity to meet your cousins!“ you say, „Are you 
here to visit for the weekend?“, you ask them. They 
seem confused and look at your friend to jump in.  
What might be the reason for the confusion? 

8. True or false?  
Ghana was formerly called „Ivory Coast“ due to its ivory 
resources. It was renamed after a conflict with its 
neighbouring country on the Western border which was 
called Ivory Coast equally and claims this name until 
today. 

 
 
 

 

 



 

  

ANSWER: ANSWER: 

6. He might be confused as church can last quite long on 
Sundays, easily for 4-5 hours. Part of the services is not 
only praying together and reading from the bible but also 
singing and dancing is a big part of it. It„s also not unusual to 
go to church several times per week. Religion and 
attending church service is of great importance to most 
Ghanaians, also among youth.  
In Ghana most people are religious, either being part of the 
Presbytarians, Catholics, Evangelics or of other religious 
groups such as traditional ones or the Islam.  

5. The family is considered as very important. The 
support within family structures are strong and 
everyone is expected to contribute to the family‘s 
good. Therefore it„s common that children are e.g. 
involved in household chores from an early age on. As 
lessons at school usually last until the afternoon, some 
children might wake up earlier in the morning to 
complete some tasks in the household before heading 
to school. 

  

  

ANSWER: ANSWER: 

8. False! 
Despite Ghana having ivory resources, the former 
name given to the Ghanaian territory was “Gold Coast” 
due to its resources of this mineral. Many European 
countries were eager to take control of this territory and 
finally the British occupied it. On 6th March 1957, Ghana 
declared its independence and the “Gold Coast” was 
named Ghana.  

7. The confusion might be because of your assumption of 

the cousins being just around for a visit. This could have 
been the case, but it is also not uncommon that also nieces 
or nephews live with the family temporarily or permanently, 
e.g. when the family„s house is located nearer to the school 
they go to or when they find a job nearby. Family bonds are 
generally strong in Ghanaian families, just as support within 
familial structures is. It‟s linked with the collective culture, 
where people are always the part of the group, which 
supports them in need. It‟s also natural that cousins are 
considered as a close family, as well as uncles and aunts.  

 

 
 
 
 

 



 
  

9. You take a taxi to get to the big Kejetia market and 
once you get to the more busy streets you see many 
people heavily packed walking alongside with the cars. 
They walk right on the road, in a crazy traffic, everbody 
seems to be hooting all the time. What might these 
people be doing? 

10. True or false?  
Ghana is a surprisingly homogenous country 
(compared to other countries on the African continent) 
in terms of ethnicities and languages. The official 
language is Twi and it is spoken by almost 95% of the 
population. 

  

  

11. It„s February, and since some days you observe 
groups of students walking through the streets in 
formation together with their teachers.  
What could that be about? 
a) It„s a tradition of the start of every new school year to 
show yourself and the class in town. 
b) It„s a preparation for the celebration of Ghana„s 
Independence Day, on 6th March. 
c) It„s part of the physical education at Ghanaian 
schools besides individual sport discipline and team 
sports. 

12. Religion is an important aspect within life of many 
Ghanaians. Which of the following statements is right? 
a) The largest religion in Ghana is Christianity with 
approx. 70 % of the population. 
b) Islam is the main religion and around 60% of 
Ghanaians believe in Allah. 
c) Ethnic group religions are the most dominant in 
Ghana and practices and traditions differ widely 
depending on specific regions. 

 
 
 

 

 



 

  

ANSWER: ANSWER: 
10. False!  
Ghana is a multilingual country and indication of the 
number of spoken languages differ widely from 40 to 
more than 80 different languages depending on 
including dialects into the counting or not. The official 
language is English which is due to the colonial period 
under British oppression. 
About Twi: 
Twi is one of languages of the Akan, an ethnolinguistic 
grouping of people mostly from Western Africa.  
 

9. It„s quite common, that people sell the goods in the 
middle of the traffic. The products range from fresh fruits, 
drinking water and soft drinks to bread, chewing gum, nuts, 
electronic items or anything else you can imagine, are sold 
directly on the road, mostly directly to car drivers or 
passengers. They are transported mostly on the heads of the 
people selling it and they are sold directly to car drivers or 
passengers. Especially at traffic lights when it switches to 
red the vendors get busy. In Ghana many people don’t have 
full time jobs, because of the lack of the positions, so they 
earn the money by selling goods or offering services. 

  

  

ANSWER: A ANSWER: B 

12. Most of the people in Ghana are Christians, but 
there is also a great share of Muslims practicing their 
religion. 
 

  

11. Traditionally this day is celebrated formally and with 
parades. Part of these are marches of schools and 
other public institutions through their towns and people 
come to watch them. As these marches can be quite 
demanding for young students, teachers practise with 
them beforehand and start with a march-training 
(sometimes around 2 hours per day) already some time 
before the event.  

 

 
 
 

 



 
  

13. You are in Ghana only a few weeks but you already 
made good friends with locals, among them Danso. He 
invites you to his place as his parents wish to meet you. 
You are very excited!  
Once arrived they welcome you friendly and offer you a 
glass of water. To your surprise, Danso„s father asks: 
„Why did you come today?“  Why does he ask you this 
question? 

14. Together with your flat mate you go to a bar in a 
small town in Northern Ghana.   You order Lamugin for 
both of you, it„s a chilled drink with ginger. When 
ordering the bill the waiter walks up to you and tells you 
the price. „But is there no bill, that you can bring us?“, 
you ask the waiter who seems irritated by your request.  
What might be the reason for the waiter„s irritation? 

  

  

15. You get on a trotro, which is a common means of 
public transportation in Ghana. It„s like a big shared 
taxi. The trotro is crowded already, when a woman 
approaches the van to join the ride. She carries lots of 
bags, you think to yourself that this will never all fit 
anyway. The woman seated next to you asks you 
surprised: „Will you not help her storing?“   
Why might the woman be surprised?   

16. It„s not long yet that you are in Ghana, but you really 
enjoy the friendly people and made friends already.  
Among them is Amma and she invites you to visit her 
family: „My mother is famous for her fufu!“   
What could that be? Is Amma referring to: 
a) Her mother„s nice dresses 
b) Her mother„s cooking skills 
c) Her mother„s singing 

 
 
 

 

 



 

  

ANSWER:  ANSWER: 

14. It is not common to get a receipt when having drinks 
or food in restaurants in Ghana. Usually, you are just 
informed verbally about the final price to pay. In bigger 
cities this is slowly changing and in some places you 
can get a paper receipt as well, if needed. Society is 
based on trust to people and it seems to be not 
necessary to take care about all formalities. Many 
things and businesses are run in very informal way, 
where the relationships are important. 

13. It‟s common to welcome guests in your house by 
offering something to drink first. Ghanaians then often 
ask the guest about the reason for the visit even though 
they might know already. It can be considered as a 
Ghanaian way to start off the conversation with a 
guest and you can just tell them that you wanted to get 
to know them and that you are thankful for being at their 
place. 

 

  

  

ANSWER: B ANSWER: 

16. Fufu (or also foufou) is one of the national dishes in 
Ghana and people eat it regularly. It is mashed corn 
flour which is served with sauce.  
 

 

15. People in Ghana would help the lady to get her 
bags inside even though it‟s crowded and would store 
the items. In general, it is not uncommon to use trotros 
to transport goods, therefore it‟s not odd to also take 
luggage with you even though the space in trotros is 
very limited. It‟s linked with the collective culture, 
where people take care of each other and sometimes 
can travel in less comfortable conditions to make the 
space for everyone. 

 
 
 

 



 
  

17. You are at a restaurant and ordered banku, a 
dumpling made out of corn and manioc flour. You were 
told that they make the best in this neighbourhood! 
The server puts a bowl of water on your table. You are 
thirsty and take a sip right away. The server looks at 
you and seems confused. Why? 

18. It„s your first visit to the market. You are fascinated 
by all the products and goods and some of them you 
haven„t seen before. You buy some bananas and you 
peel one to eat it right away. When biting into it, you see 
that the lady is shocked: „You can„t eat them like this!“  
Why? 

  

  

19. You prepared some fried plantains and sit outside 
the house to eat. By chance, some Ghanaian friends 
from school walk by and greet you. You chat for some 
time while you continue your food to not let it cool down 
too much. Then your friends continue their way and 
they seem to be irritated. Why? 

20. You get on a „trotro“, one of the mini-vans which are 
a common in Ghana to get around.  The driver tells you 
that you need to pay 2 Cedi. You pay and look for a 
seat. A lady embarks right after you and you hear her 
saying to the driver: „I pay you 1 Cedi“ and the driver 
nods.  Why?   

 
 
 

 

 



 

  

ANSWER: ANSWER: 

18. You have mistakenly bought plantains instead of 
bananas. They look quite similar, but plantains are 
bigger and have a thicker peel. In Ghana plantains are 
popular and are part of many traditional dishes. In 
comparison to bananas you cannot eat them raw but 
have to either fry, cook or prepare them in other ways. 

17. It is common that you will receive a small bowl of water 
in restaurants when ordering food. This is supposed to be 
for you to wash your right hand which you will use to 
eat. Why would you wash only the right hand? The left 
hand is considered to be “dirty” and shouldn‟t be used to 
eat (neither for handshakes or handing other people items 
or else). 

 

  

  

ANSWER: ANSWER: 

20. Bargaining is a thing in Ghana! Especially on 
trotros which are not metered and there is no official 
pricing either, you can bargain directly with the driver to 
find a price which you both agree on.  
In this case, paying double the price compared to the 
lady was not meant as offence by the driver. You simply 
didn„t bargain. 
 

 

19. “Sharing is caring” is taken very serious in Ghana. It‟s 
impolite to not invite others to eat with you if they are 
present or walk by.  It‟s unusual to eat alone and even 
though small pieces or amounts of food are shared with 
all. It‟s linked with collective culture, where the society 
fosters strong relationships where everyone takes 
responsibility for fellow members of their group. 

 

 
 
 

 

  



 
  

21. You are walking through the streets of a town in 
Ghana. People, you haven„t met before greet you 
friendly: „Hi, Oburoni!“ Children point towards you, smile 
and call out “Oburoni” to you. This must be something 
nice to wish others, you think to yourself. So when 
entering a shop you wave at the owner: „Hi, Oburoni!“ 
She looks at you stunned and bursts out laughing. 
Why? 

22. You are with a group of locals that you don‟t know 
that well, but they are showing you around. When you 
reach a busy street, you want to cross but one of the 
locals holds you back, takes your hand and crosses the 
street hand-in-hand with you.  
Why? 

  

  

23. You are talking to a person who is selling mobile 
data for your phone. The conversation is short, yet after 
you purchased your data, s*he says “I should introduce 
you to my cousin, so you can marry him*her!”  
What might be the reason for her suggestion? 

24. You are happy to have made friends among locals fast, 
although you are only in Ghana since last month. Your friend 
calls you for a round of “Oware”. You accept the invitation 
curiously, as you are open to learn more about Ghanaian 
culture. What might “Oware” be? 
a) A special drink served chilled and with different spices 
b) A famous TV show whose actors are well known 
throughout Ghana  
c) A traditional board game which can be played with 2 
players 

 
 
 

 

 



 

  

ANSWER: ANSWER: 

22. It is not unusual to see people walking hand in hand. It 
depends on the context what this could be about.  For 
example, you can come across men holding hands in public 
as a sign of friendship. People might also reach for your 
hand while talking to you or crossing the street, which shows 
they care for you and your wellbeing. It doesn‟t mean they 
are flirting or trying to get close to you. It‟s usually between 
same gender people. Not too often men and women holding 
the hand in the public space.  
 

21. The expression “Oburoni” (in Twi, “Yevu” in Ewe) 
refers to a white person or foreigner in general. 
Depending on the region you„re in, it can still be 
unusual for Ghanaians to see a foreigner. It is not said 
to be rude, it is more of a good-spirited term of excited 
observation. The term is not derogatory, but a way to 
identify someone who is not a native-born Ghanaian. 
 

  

  

ANSWER: C ANSWER: 

24. Oware is a famous strategic board game in Ghana. 
It can be played by 2 players at a time. It consists of a 
wooden box which can be opened to make a board with 
hollows. The wooden board is not necessary to play, 
but one can also make hollows right into the ground, 
therefore the game can be played anywhere. Beans are 
used as tokens.  
 

 

23. People in Ghana tend to be direct, but polite, in 
many situations.  They can be also straightforward on 
the topic. Often, foreigners –or at least people who are 
assumed to be foreigners due to their physical 
appearance – might be a reason for curiosity (e.g. 
different skin tone, different hair, eye colour, etc.). 
Another correspondent assumption –even though it 
might not apply to the individual„s reality- can refer to a 
potentially wealthy lifestyle and a secure future. 
Therefore, it seems like a beneficial idea to date or 
marry you. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

  

25. You were supposed to meet your Ghanaian friend 
to go to a theatre play at your school together, but she 
seems to run late. You phone her to ask where she was 
and she answers: „I„m coming, I„ll be there in 5 
minutes!“ 20 Minutes later, she still didn‟t show up and 
you enter alone to avoid missing more of the play.  
What might have happened? 

26. For the weekend, you made plans to travel outside 
the city to a nearby national park. You take a crowded 
bus, which is stopped right before leaving town. 
Through the open window you see several military men 
with guns, who have stopped the bus and are talking to 
the driver in Twi. What could this be about? 

  

  

 
27. You arrived to Ghana recently and your flatmate 
says: “Have you charged your phone?” You still have 
70% battery but your flatmate insists that you should 
charge it anyway. Why? 

28. You are out with some Ghanaian friends and music 
is playing. You are not familiar with the rhythms or this 
type of music, but they start dancing to it, all performing 
the same choreography. “How comes you all know 
these dance moves?”, you ask amazed by the 
performance. “Your friends look at you with real 
surprise: “How comes you don‟t know?!” 
What might be the reason for their surprise? 



 
 
 

 

 

  

ANSWER: ANSWER: 

26. Routine checks on the streets by representatives 
of law enforcement bodies are common in Ghana. 
Usually, the patrols let vehicles pass without a big fuzz 
and the local driver knows what to do. If you are not 
used to see police officers or military officers carrying 
guns and rifles openly, it can be unsettling at first, but 
when spending more time around, one can get used to 
it. 

 

25. For most people in Ghana, time is considered to 
be rather flexible and therefore also indications such as 
“in 5 minutes” or “already on my way” or “I‟ll be right 
there” shouldn‟t be taken literally. Also it‟s usually not a 
big deal when being late, you just join in.  
What needs to be considered is also that sometimes it 
can be difficult to plan enough time for the travelling to 
the appointment. 

 

  

  

ANSWER: ANSWER: 

28. In many western African countries, dance moves 
are created to certain songs or types of music and get 
very popular. Locals grow up with the music and 
dances, and most know the moves or choreographies 
made up for the specific songs. It may be also 
connected with the collective culture, where people 
used to do the things in similar way, in the group. 

 

27. Power outages happen often and irregularly in 
Ghana. When electricity is on, people charge their 
devices because you never know when the next 
blackout will happen and how long it might last. Many 
families have generators at home to supply themselves 
with electricity in those cases. 

 

 
 
 

 



 
  

29. At your project, you ask one of your Ghanaian 
colleagues how they like their job. They seem 
uncomfortable with the question and respond very 
vaguely. You have wanted to get your opinion off your 
chest for a while, and explain: “I like our team, but I 
think we work very inefficiently. I always have to wait for 
my supervisor to give me new tasks, and everyone 
shows up late”. Your colleague looks away, and stays 
silent.  Why might this have happened? 

30. New Year is just around the corner and you are 
excited to celebrate. You make plans of a nice dinner 
and a party and you invite your friends. „I cannot come. 
We will go to church and celebrate the New Year„s eve 
there“, your friend replies. What could that be about? 

  

  

31. Some of your Ghanaian friends ask about your 
family and you show them a picture showing your sister 
and yourself. She comments: “You are two big girls!” 
Another friend asks: “Have you gained weight since 
then? I bet you are eating well, you are bigger now!”  
What do you think they are reacting in that way? 

32.  You are at the local market with a friend, and want 
to buy some bread. You hand the money to the vendor 
and hold out your other hand to reach out for the bread. 
The vendor seems offended and hesitates to hand the 
food to you. You look at your friend who seems to be 
irritated as well. What happened and why? 

 
 
 

 

 



 

  

ANSWER: ANSWER: 

30. It‟s quite common to celebrate New Year even 
bigger than Christmas, but this is mostly done at 
church. Religion is very important in Ghana and 
many people go to church service to make sure they 
start into the year ahead with blessing and good luck 
and after that stay with their families. 
 

 

29. In Ghana direct communication is common, but in 
collectivist societies, which Ghana belongs to, 
offence leads to shame and loss of face, 
employer/employee relationships are perceived in moral 
terms (like a family link). In case of complaining a 
common reaction might be silence or avoiding the topic 
by changing it or rather focusing on small talk.  Also 
using sayings or analogies is a popular way to answer 
but in a more implicit way. 

 

  

  

ANSWER: ANSWER: 

32. When paying, you handed the money with your right 
hand, but simultaneously reached out for the food using your 
left hand. This is simply handy and avoids the struggling of 
“giving” and “receiving” with the same hand. 
But: The left hand is not used in Ghana for handing items, 
receiving items, for eating or else! This is because formerly 
the left hand was used to clean yourself when going to the 
bathrooms, therefore it is still considered as the “toilet hand”. 
Knowing this the reaction might be understandable even 
though some Ghanaians are also aware that foreigners are 
not used to this and might react more relaxed about this 
“faux pas”. 

31. Ideals of beauty are very subjective and they also 
differ between cultures. What you might take as 
offensive is meant as a compliment in Ghana. It„s 
considered beautiful to be curvy as a woman and it also 
shows that you are healthy and that you can afford 
food. Therefore it is not unusual to comment on your 
body and on potentially gained weight. This is also due 
to direct way of communication in the informal 
situations.  

 

 
 
 

 



 
  

33. This weather is really exhausting for you, you are 
simply not used to over 30 degrees and sun all day! 
You see a little shop and want to buy water. The vendor 
hands you a plastic bag with a clear liquid inside. „Do 
you also have a cup for the water?“ you ask him. He 
seems to be surprised about your question. 
Why might he be surprised? 

34. On upcoming Sunday there will be a national 
holiday and you are excited to learn more about this 
special event and also Ghanaian culture. When you 
leave school you say „See you on Monday!“ to your 
friends. They look at you, laugh and correct you: „No, 
better see you on Tuesday!“ 
What might this be about? 
 

  

  

35. Your Ghanaian friends from universities are really 
interested in your life before coming to Ghana and ask 
you to show photos of your family. You show some of 
your dad, your mom and your sister from a birthday 
party some years ago. „But where are all the others?“, 
one of your friends ask you.  
What could your friend mean? 

 
36. You rushed to the big parking lot to catch a trotro, a 
common means of transport in Ghana. You are already 
late for school. You get a seat and look at your watch. 
Some minutes later, some more people get on the 
trotro. „Why does is not move off?“ you ask another 
passenger who is surprised about your question.  
Why do you think he‟s surprised? 

 
 
 

 

 



 

  

ANSWER: ANSWER: 

34. When a national holiday falls on a Sunday, it will be 
celebrated on the following Monday. This is why the 
other students laughed and corrected you. 

33. First of all, you can buy almost everything in Ghana in 

plastic bags. This is not limited to liquids, but also rice and 
sauce can be bought in such bags. The way to then enjoy 
the drink or the food is to bite it open at a corner and have it 
then sip by sip or to suck it out.  
It might need some time to get used to it, but it comes quite 
handy when travelling or when you don„t have time to sit and 
eat.  

 

  

  

ANSWER: ANSWER: 

36. This is simply how trotros work: you can get on and off at 

every moment on the way, but when being parked at one of 
the end stops, the trotro just moves off once all seats are 
taken. There is no fixed timetable of departures. You might 
be lucky here but sometimes it can also take very long. It‟s 
mainly the economical reason behind that. The driver wants 
to earn money and to keep the ticket price low the bus must 
be full to be efficient.  

 

35. For most Ghanaians the term family refers to more than 
the core including parents and children. Uncles, aunts and 
cousins are just as important and are counted as family 
members. The bonds between them are usually very tight 
and each one supports the others. Society in Ghana is 
collective, which means that a lot of things are based on 
relations. That‟s why a wide network of contacts is 
expected and family very often may include all relatives, 
sometimes close friends and neighbors. 

 
 
 

 


