
 
 

  

1. S/He will introduce you but won't have any physical 
contact because in Egypt it is not common, even among 
friends. It reflects the reserved culture, which the low 
touch frequency and not showing emotions is common 
in. 

2. It’s a sunny day in Egypt and you wake up in the 
morning. You notice that your roommate prepared rice 
and beans and call you for the breakfast. Why did it 
happen? 

  

  

3. It’s Wednesday night and you plan to meet up with 
your friend in a public space right on the other side of 
the city. You arrive late and embarrassed because of 
your delay, but you still have to wait for your friends. 
Why did it hapen? 

4. You are invited for the first time to your friend’s house 
and you meet her/his parents. As soon as you arrive, 
you quickly introduce yourself by telling them just your 
nickname (short version of your official first name) and 
they start looking at you in a strange  way. Why did this 
happen? 

 
 
 

 

  



 

  

ANSWER:  ANSWER:  

2. In Egypt people are used to eating rice and beans for 
breakfast because they give energy for the whole 
working day. Because of the hot weather the second 
big meal is usualy first in the evening. 
 

 

1. S/He will introduce you but won't have any physical 
contact because in Egypt it is not common, even 
among friends. It reflects the reserved culture, which 
the low touch frequency and not showing emotions 
is common in. 

 

  

  

ANSWER: ANSWER: 

4. To be formal is very important in Egypt so it’s 
expected that you will introduce yourself in a formal 
way, by saying name and family name. It is a way to 
show respect especially to the adults, which is linked 
with the hierarchy in the society, where the place is 
defined also by the age. 

 

3. Egypt belongs to the fluid time culture 
(polychromic), which tends to pay less emphasis on 
strict punctuality and the deadlines can be missed. 
Delay is considered as something usual and  it’s 
quite often. 

 

 
 
 

 

  



 
  

5. You are taking public transportation in a little village 
near Cairo and it’s full. You have a seat on the bus 
when an old man approaches you. He asks you 
insistently and angrily to give up the seat for him. Why 
did this happen? 

6.You are walking in Alessandria and you notice a violent 
clash among two people. The situation is quite intense and 
you are a bit afraid of the violent confrontation they’re 
having. Suddenly the friend you’re walking with runs to 
intervene in the violent clash among the strangers. Why did 
this happen? 
a) He is crazy 
b) He wants to re-establish the peace  
c) To not intervene is considered cowardly 

  

  

7. You need to cross the street to get to your workplace 
on time. You notice that people are running as fast as 
they can to cross the street, but you are afraid to do 
that. You go slowly  and people start looking at you 
while laughing. Why did this happen? 

8. You want to spend some time with your friends in 
Cairo, so you ask them to go to a cafe, have a drink and 
enjoy the evening together. Your proposal doesn’t seem 
to be interesting for your friends, who propose to have 
an evening meeting in the public square. Why did this 
happen? 

 
 
 

 

 



 

  

ANSWER: C  ANSWER:  

6. To not intervene in a clash is considered cowardly in 
Egypt, so if you can help solve the problem you 
definitely should do that. 

5. In Egypt it is important to be polite with everyone, 
especially the elderly, so you should leave the seat 
empty unless you really need it. Egyptian culture is very 
hierarchical and elderly are respected because of their 
age. 

  

  

ANSWER: ANSWER: 

8. In Egypt it is common to pass time with friends in the 
streets and less often in bars/pubs/restaurants because 
it’s expensive. 

7. You have to cross the street as fast as you can in 
Egypt because drivers also drive as fast they can. The 
driving culture is connected with the flexible time 
approach. People are always in a hurry, want to reach 
the place as fast, as possible, many rules are not 
respected and driving rules based on observation of the 
surrounding, rather than the codecs. 

 
 
 
 

 



 
  

9. You are in a local open market (Suq) and you want to 
buy some clothes. You ask for the price and the seller 
tells you a very high price for that product, so you say 
goodbye and leave the shop. Suddenly the seller runs 
to you screaming a lower price for that product. Why did 
that happen? 

10. You are living in a region called Wadi al-jadid and 
you need to get to Cairo for an important meeting. You 
ask your friends how to get there but none of them 
gives you useful information. Why did this happen? 

  

  

11. 11.You are in a waiting room with some people you don’t 
really know. To break the ice you start talking about cars and 
motorbikes that are the topics of magazines on the table. 
They start looking at you quite strangely, why is this?  
a) In Egypt it is considered impolite to talk in a waiting room. 
b) In Egypt small talk is normally about the weather. 
c) In Egypt small talk normally concerns politics and 
migration. 

12. Your friends bought an apartment in Egypt. The 
topic of apartment’s prices is very interesting for you, 
you ask one of them about his/her new flat and how 
much it costs. Your friend doesn’t answer your question 
and angrily asks you to not repeat these kinds of 
questions. Why did this happen? 

 
 
 

 

 



 

  

ANSWER:  ANSWER:  

10. In some isolated regions there are limited forms of 
transportations and in some little villages the majority 
of people don't have a car and don't really know how to 
travel far. In some cases you can try to walk to the 
nearest village and try to find someone that has a car in 
order to give you a ride to a village that has bus stops 
or a train station. 

9. In Egypt it is common to bargain with the merchants 
in the square. Especially with foreigners, the merchants 
try to take advantage to more money for regular 
products, but even local people are barging every day 
during shopping. 

  

  

ANSWER:       ANSWER:  C  

12. In Egypt people care a lot about their privacy and 
they prefer not to talk about personal affairs, even 
among friends. It could be considered as a way of 
comparing one’s monetary situation. This is not 
expected in the culture, which is driven by success 
and competition, and for people it is important not to 
lose face. 

11. Politics and migration would be the main topics 
since in Egypt these are common problems. 

 
 
 

 

  



 
  

13. It’s your first day working in the Suez district as a 
manager and you want to show your colleagues that 
you are good at your job. You start giving orders in 
order to show your experience but it seems that they 
don’t recognize you as a boss. Why does this happen? 

 
14. You are with a friend of yours in a public square and 
you are talking about your personal affairs. At a certain 
point you notice that your friend starts arguing with an 
unknown person because this person was pointing at 
him with their finger. Why is this happening? 

  

  

15. You are invited to a wedding. It is quite far from the 
place where you live and you don’t have any possibility 
of reaching the wedding without a car. You ask your 
friend to lend you her/his car just for the day of the 
wedding. Your friend refuses the request. Why did it 
happening? 

16. You ask your friends to go to the supermarket and 
buy the wine for the dinner you are hosting at your 
place. They start laughing at you. Why did this happen? 

 
 
 

 

 



 

  

ANSWER:  ANSWER:  

14. Pointing at someone in Egypt is considered very 
disrespectful and it could often be the cause of an 
argument. 

13. In Egypt it is important to gain people’s trust 
before you are recognized as a “boss”. People will not 
like someone new that wants to give orders. Even 
though people in work expect to be told what to do, the 
team management is the management of the group 
not individuals and based on relations, rather than 
tasks to do. 

  

  

ANSWER: B  ANSWER: 

16. In Egypt drinking alcohol is not illegal but neither is 
it easy to find in the local markets. You should buy it in 
a restaurant and hide it in a bag in order to not be seen 
or you would be considered an alcoholic. 
 

15. It’s not considered polite in Egypt to ask about 
borrowing things, even from friends. 
If you don’t have something, you should buy or make it, 
but borrowing is not culturally acceptable. It is seen also 
as disrespectful behavior. 
Additionally not everybody has a car and to lend it to 
someone may be risky. 

 
 
 

 

  



 
  

17. You are visiting Cairo for the first time and you want 
to eat in a restaurant. You ask for pork meat. How does 
the server react? 
a) Laughing because in Egypt is impossible to find pork 
meat 
b) Laughing because you are lucky, foreigners can get 
pork meat 
c) Laughing and starts arguing with you because of 
traditions 

18. You are with your friend in the street for a walk. You 
see a Mosque, which prompts you to confess that you 
are atheist. Your friend looks at you worryingly and tells 
you that you shouldn’t say this anymore. Why does this 
happen? 

  

  

19. It’s lunch time and you are with your friends. You 
propose to go to an American fast food. Your friends 
ignore your proposal and decide to go to eat local street 
food. Why does it happen? 

 
20. You are in the supermarket and you notice a person 
a bit confused in choosing the flavor of the candies. To 
help, as you’re used to, you suggest your favorite flavor 
and the person responds to you in a very rude way. 
Why is it happening? 

 
 
 

 

 



 

  

ANSWER:        ANSWER: B  

18. In Egypt atheism is not even considered in the 
national census since for islamic religion it is considered 
a sin (cfr. Ridda “ دة”) and it could even be a reason for 
death penalty. People cannot talk about atheism and 
the few atheists talk with each other only on the 
Internet. 

17. Actually Egypt is quite tolerant about different 
religions so if you want to get something that is not 
allowed in Islam you can do it in specific places 

  

  

ANSWER: ANSWER: 

20. In Egypt to intrude in people’s privacy is considered 
rude even for small things like choosing some products 
in the market. They could think that you are implying 
they are stupid. 

19. In Egypt there are a lot of American fast food 
restaurants but people usually eat local street food 
because it’s less expensive and for them it’s tastier. In 
Egypt the changes need time to be accepted by 
people and very often they will choose the traditional 
and checked way rather than something new (in this 
case American fast food) 

 
 
 

 

  



 
  

21. You have some close friends from Egypt. You 
spend a lot of time together in the cafes, you travel a lot 
together and you have a lot of good times with them. 
You have already invited them to your flat to have 
dinner but your Egyptian friends have never invited you 
to their own home. Why is it happening? 

22. You are taking a taxi in Luxor to move around the 
center. The traffic is very busy and moving slowly and 
you are very tired and losing patience but the driver 
looks very comfortable with it.  Why does this happen? 

  

  

23. It’s Sunday, your free day, and you ask your friend 
from Egypt to spend the day out having a day-trip to 
another city, discovering the country and getting to 
know new places. Your friend says that they would love 
to join but it's impossible because of work. Why is it 
happening? 

24. You are working with the group on the joint project. 
The deadline is close, so you have a short time to 
prepare. You start the discussion about the shape of 
the final product, when one person starts to speak 
about the party last Saturday. In a while someone else 
starts the talk about lunch. Why is it happening? 

 
 
 

 

 



 

  

ANSWER:  ANSWER:  

22. In Egypt traffic is a big problem in big cities and the 
drivers are used to spending hours in the car. It’s linked 
with the flexible approach to the time and the 
capacity of the streets and generally the architecture 
of the city. People don’t feel stressed in the traffic jam, 
because they are not in a rush and in case of delay 
nothing will happen. 

21. If it is a special event maybe you will be invited to 
their home but in Egypt it's not so common to spend 
time at home. The society in Egypt is collective and the 
relationships are strong and important, however it 
needs time to build it and step in the private space of 
people. 
 

  

  

ANSWER: ANSWER: 

24. In Egypt people have a flexible approach to the 
time, which is also reflected in the discussions. Simple 
small talk continually interrupt a regular conversation, 
people are jumping from one topic to another and 
the structure is rather rare. 

23. In Egypt Wednesday is the free day according to 
the Islamic calendar rather than Sunday. 
 

 
 
 

 

  



 
  

25. In your workplace there are a lot of colleagues. You 
usually try to establish social connections among 
colleagues and for this reason you always ask them to 
go out for dinner. All the time they refuse. Why did this 
happen? 

26. You are in a local restaurant and you order the main 
and side dishes together. The server looks at you and 
says no. Why did this happen? 

  

  

27. It’s a hot day in Egypt and walking in the city center. 
You wear shorts and a tank top and observe that 
people look at you in a disgusted way. Why did this 
happen? 

28. It’s your friend's birthday and you ask if he’s going 
to celebrate it. You propose to organize a party together 
with your other friends but s/he tells you that s/he has 
never celebrated any birthdays with friends during 
lifetime. Why does this happen? 

 
 
 

 

 



 

  

ANSWER:  ANSWER:  

26. In Egypt it is not common to put different dishes on  
the same plate or serve them at the same time and 
even if you ask they won’t serve you in the way you 
asked. The traditional way of dealing with things, 
considering the way of serving food, is very important 
and people expect to follow it. All potential changes are 
considered suspicious. 

25. Egyptians are really business oriented when it 
comes to work and friendly behavior is seen to 
compromise the results of the work. That's why when 
they are working they don’t establish friendships in most 
of the cases. It’s also linked with a culture which is 
success-oriented and promoting competition. 

  

  

ANSWER: ANSWER: 

28. In Egypt it is uncommon to celebrate birthdays with 
friends. Firstly because it’s more expensive and many 
people cannot afford that. Family is a very important 
group in the life of each person and all important 
moments are shared with the family, rather then with 
the friends. 

27. Dress code is important in Egypt and even if the 
occidental way of dressing is socially accepted you 
should be aware of the area you are in and how other 
people are dressed. It’s linked with the fact, that 
majority of people in Egypt are Muslims and Islam put 
modesty as one of the important values. 

 
 
 

 

  



 
  

29. It’s Christmas time in Egypt and everything looks 
normal just like the rest of the year. You were aware of 
that, because the majority of people are Muslims. After 
the first of January everything changes and the 
Christmas decorations start to appear in some places. 
Why does this happen? 

30. You have been living in Cairo for a few months and 
you are used to seeing bazaarun (little shops) on your 
way home from work. During the evenings they are 
usually not crowded but this time they really are 
crowded constantly until the end of the month. Once the 
month ends they are once again deserted. Why does 
this happen? 

  

  

31. You are studying Arabic in Al-Azhar University in 
Cairo. After some lessons you try to speak with locals to 
practice the language. When you try to talk with people 
they find it funny. Why does this happen? 

32. You are with your friends in Cairo and you meet a 
person that you like. After a while you start to talk with 
this person and ask him/her to have a date. When the 
day comes, you cancel the date, and in the answer for 
that you hear that you are a traitor and lacking morals. 
Why does this happen? 

 
 
 

 

 



 

  

ANSWER:  ANSWER:  

30. In the period of Ramadan, Muslims cannot eat and 
drink during the day until sunset. After the sunset 
people start to populate the baazarun to eat and have 
fun. 

29. Christmas in December is not a celebration in 
Egypt. Instead Copts celebrate Christmas on the 7th of 
January. Coptic Christians make up Egypt's largest 
and most significant minority population. They follow the 
Orthodox Church, where the Christmas is celebrated 
in January. 

  

  

ANSWER: ANSWER: 

32. In Egypt dates are treated very seriously so it 
means that if you ask someone to have a date it’s 
because you are deeply interested in having a 
serious relationship that in most cases would lead to 
marriage. It’s not common to have meetings with 
different sex people just for fun and change the dating 
people often.   

 

31. People in Egypt speak Egyptian, which is different 
from Standard Arabic. They understand you and they 
can answer but it is considered funny and they 
understand that you are not local. The Arabic 
language has different dialects and variations from 
country to country, which sometimes may make the 
communication challenging between people from 
countries, where Standard Arabic is the official 
language and is present in media. 

 
 
 

 



 
  

33. It’s summer in Egypt and your vacation starts. You 
want to have a trip in Europe and ask your friends to 
come with you. All of your friends refuse and they even 
get angry with you for asking. Why does this happen? 

34. It’s your first birthday since being in Egypt and 
you decide to invite your friends to have a private 
celebration at your house. When they come you 
serve the meals, including the Egyptian one, which 
you cooked. You served the food using both hands, 
including putting bread in the common plate, 
preparing some snacks. Time is passing and you 
notice, that noone is eating. Why does this happen? 

  

  

35. You are with your friends that you recently met in 
Alessandria and for a joke during a conversation you 
start to insult them softly. Your friends get mad at you 
and ask you to apologise for being so rude. Why does 
this happen? 

36. You are walking with your European friends that 
have come to Egypt to visit you. During your trip they 
notice a beautiful building and they want to take a 
group picture in front of it. Immediately a police 
officer comes up to you and asks you to delete the 
picture or he/she will take you to the police station. 
Why did this happen? 

 
 
 

 

 



 

  

ANSWER:  ANSWER:  

34. W Egipcie do jedzenia używa się tylko prawej ręki, 
także do dotykania jedzenia na wspólnym talerzu. 
Wynika to z zasad islamu, według którego lewa ręka 
jest nieczysta i jest wykorzystywana do celów 
higienicznych, a nie do jedzenia. 

33. Vacation is not a thing in Egypt. Since travel is 
expensive, Egyptians prefer to save money to buy 
something else, for example a house or a car. People 
in Egypt do not put much emphasis on free 
time and have an inner urge to be busy and work 
hard, which is considered proper way of life. 
 

  

  

ANSWER: ANSWER: 

36. Taking pictures of government buildings is forbidden 
in Egypt due to security reasons. 

35.  In Egypt intimacy is something that you gain with 
trust and time. Jokes like this are not well accepted. 
Offending people is not treated as a topic of jokes, 
especially that people in Egypt are quite serious and 
take care about keeping the face front of the others. 

 
 
 

 

  



 
  

37. You are with your partner taking a walk in a park in 
Egypt. You sit down on the bench and start kissing. You 
notice that people start to stare at you in a weird way 
and some of them approach you to complain. Why did 
this happen? 

38. You are invited for dinner to your partner's house. 
They prepared a huge meal and you started to eat. 
After a while you feel full and stop eating even if there is 
still a lot of food on the table. Their parents ask you to 
eat more but you refuse. They look at you annoyed. 
Why did this happen? 

  

  

39. You are reading a newspaper in a cafe of a small 
town and you find interesting subjects in it, so you ask 
the opinion of the person sitting next to you. You also 
pass him/her the newspaper. S/he looks at you 
surprisingly without answering your question. Why did 
this happen? 
a)S/he is distrustful 
b) S/he is illiterate 
c)S/he don’t want to talk to strangers 

40. You meet your friend in a restaurant and he 
introduces you to his wife. You start a conversation with 
them and have dinner. The following day, you meet 
your friend again in the street and he introduces you to 
his wife again, but you notice that it’s another person. 
Why did this happen? 

 
 
 

 

 



 

  

ANSWER:  ANSWER:  

38. In Egypt it is not common to have guests but when 
it happens they do their best to satisfy the guest. 
Refusing food is considered disrespectful, if there is 
something left on the table. No matter if you already ate 
a lot, you should continue until the table will be empty. 

37. In Egypt physical intimacy is not common in 
public spaces and people are not used to it. 
Hugging and kissing with the partner is happening 
only in private places. It’s linked with Islam, which 
is the biggest religion in Egypt and define the relation 
between different sex people. 
 

  

  

ANSWER:        ANSWER: B  

40. Both of them are his wives. In Egypt polygamy 
(having more then one wife) is still legal even if it is a 
marginal phenomenon in modern society. 

39. A lot of people in Egypt, especially in isolated 
areas are illiterate because there is no infrastructure 
and access to education. 

 
 
 

 

 


