
 
 

  

1. You visit a friend's house in Albania. Everyone is 
watching television, and when you enter they do not 
give you any importance. 
What is happening? 

2. You are at a party in Albania. Your Albanian friends 
get up to dance a traditional national song and hold a 
half full glass in their hands. What will they do? 
a) Place a half full glass on their heads. 
b) Break the glass during the dance. 
c) They will continue to dance holding the drink in their 
hands. 

  

  

3. You are visiting a friend for a coffee. Although it is 
very early in the afternoon and you only went for a 
coffee, his mother brings you many dishes with 
appetizers. You say you are not hungry and do not 
need to be offered anything. She insists and is even a 
little annoyed that in the end you did not eat anything. 
Why is this happening? 
 

4. You have been invited to dine in an Albanian house. 
At the end of the dinner and while you are getting ready 
to leave, the housewife prepares some bowls of food to 
take with you. Why is this happening? 

 
 
 

 

  



 

  

ANSWER: A ANSWER: 

2. They are going to place a half-full glass on their 
heads, where they continue their dance. This is 
traditional element of some Albanian dances.  
 

1. Television, more than other mass media, 
contributes to the reunion of the family around it, to the 
communication and social interaction of its members 
in the home. As they gather around the TV they 
usually analyze an issue that is being shown at the 
moment. They are usually devoted to the discussion 
around the subject that they watch on TV. 

  

  

ANSWER: ANSWER: 

4. In the context of hospitality, it is common in Albania 
when you are invited for dinner to prepare a small 
package to take with you. It’s a characteristic of 
collective society, which care about each person, 
also by sharing goods (food) with him/her. 

3.  Serving food for the guests is an important element of 
Albanian hospitality. It is considered a shame for 
someone, not to treat the visitors with respect, which 
including serving the food. There is also a possibility that 
the landlord will be annoyed if the visitor does not eat 
something. It means that he does not accept the 
expression of hospitality. 
It’s also linked with the collective culture, where important 
is to build the relationships and common eating and sharing 
the meals is one of the moment of connection and 
communication. 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

  

5. You meet an Albanian friend on the street. How will 
he/she greet you? 
a) He/She shakes your hand 
b) He/She hugs you and gives you 2 kisses 
c) He/She hugs you and gives you 3 kisses 

6. You catch a taxi to reach faster your destination. 
The taxi driver starts asking questions: Where are you 
from? What do you do? Why are you in Albania? And 
many more. Why is this happening? 

  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7.  You hang out in Albania with a group of locals and 
you notice that every time you go for coffee one of the 
group pays for all. Each time someone else. You want 
to pay for your own coffee but it is not accepted by the 
locals. Why is this happening? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8. You talk to an Albanian friend on the phone where 
he tells you about his new job. At the end he says the 
phrase "To happen to the stone". Why does it mean? 

 
 

 

 

  



 

  

 
 

ANSWER:  

 
 
 
 

ANSWER: A 

6.   Taxi drivers in Albania are common to catch you 
talking along the way. They may ask questions about 
you or start a discussion on a topic. In Albania 
extroversion is embedded in local cultures. It’s also 
linked with the collective society, where people have a 
wide network of contacts and make contacts easily. 
 

5.   The usual way of greeting in Albania is the 
handshake. People usually hug and kiss only their 
relatives. 

  

  

ANSWER: ANSWER: 

8.    People in Albania use the phrase “To happen to the 
stone” as "security" for bad luck. Superstition is 
embedded in Albanian culture and they have a number 
of expressions and habits as a prevention for bad luck.  
 

 

7.    In Albania when they go for coffee, usually one 
pays for everyone. Rarely someone just pay for their 
own drink. 

 
 
 

 



 
  

9. A couple of your friends from Albania are getting 
married and you are invited to the wedding. You go to 
Albania and notice that the party at the groom's house 
starts on the Sunday before the wedding, it lasts a 
week. The party at the bride's house starts on the 
Thursday before the wedding, that is, it lasts 3 days. 
Why is this happening? 

10. You start working in Albania. During your 
onboarding with the employer you had defined specific 
tasks. However when you start working,  older 
colleagues assign you chores. Why is this happening? 

  

  

11. You are in Tirana and you are heading to the 
National History Museum following the instructions from 
your mobile phone. Suddenly your cell phone turned off. 
You turn to a local to help you. What will happen? 
a) S/he will give you detailed instructions and will help 
you as much as s/he can. 
b) S/he will give you a short answer if s/he knows, but 
will try to avoid you. 
c) S/he will completely ignore you and tell you that s/he 
does not know. 

12. You are visiting a friend in Albania. The days you 
are there, your friend's grandmother dies. What 
clothes should you wear to the funeral? 
a) Black 
b) Dark color, not necessarily black. 
c) You can wear whatever you want because you are 
not a close relative 

 
 
 

 

 



 

  

ANSWER:  ANSWER:  

10. It is common in the work environment in Albania 
for an old employee to assign new chores to a new 
employee, even if something different has been 
agreed. The hierarchy in Albania is strong and 
important. The position of each person depends on 
age, profession, and education. In the workplace 
older employees, even in the same position, have the 
right to give you orders just because of their age.  
 

 

9. In Albanian culture, especially in the countryside, 
the man is considered to have a stronger and better 
position in society than the woman. It’s very much 
linked with the social roles and unequal positions of 
men and women, which is also reflected in the 
wedding customs where the party of the man lasts 7 
days and the woman 3. 

  

  

ANSWER: A ANSWER: A 

12. Even people farther away from the deceased, if 
they attend the funeral will wear black or at least dark 
clothes. 

 

11. The local will help you find your way and will give 
you detailed instructions for your destination. 
Extroversion and sense of help for fellow human 
beings are embedded in Albanian culture. It’s also 
linked with the collective society, which fosters strong 
relationships where everyone takes responsibility for 
fellow members of their group.  

 

 
 
 

 

  



 
  

13. You enter a cafe and ask for a coffee without 
additional clarifications. What coffee will they bring you? 
a) Albanian coffee 
b) Turkish coffee 
c) Espresso 

14. You are in Tirana and you enjoy your walk. As 
you walk, you notice two people talking intensely, 
shaking their hands and there is generally a lot of 
tension. What may be the reason of that? 

  

  

15. You are on the bus and heading to an attraction in 
Tirana. The seats are all occupied. 2 elderly people 
enter a stop. What do you notice? 
a) No one will get up. 
b) Maybe one or two people get up. 
c) Several people will stand up and give up their seats. 

16. You are meeting with Albanian friend (another 
sex) and you spend quite a bit time together: walking, 
going to the cinema, visiting some cultural places. 
His/her parents seem to be suspicious about your 
time together and not very satisfied from that fact. 
His/her grandma is asking about your plans for the 
future. Why? 

 
 
 

 

 



 

  

ANSWER:  ANSWER: B 

14. Nothing. In Albania, people are very expressive 
when talking about something they are passionate 
about. Extroversion and externalization of 
emotions are embedded in Albanian culture. This 
results in expressing their views in a very expressive 
way even when discussing an issue. 
 
 

13. It’s the usual coffee in Albania. Turkish coffee is a 
strong brew of coffee, which is served with foam on 
the top (kaimaki) and the grounds at the bottom of the 
cup. It is a style of coffee prepared using very finely 
ground coffee beans without filtering. It is prepared in 
a special pot, called briki, which comes in different 
sizes, to create the right amount of foam. 

 

  

  

ANSWER: ANSWER: C 

16. It is a big deal for men and women to simply hang 
out together. If a single man and a single woman are 
spending time together, it is assumed that they are 
engaged. It’s very much linked with the social roles 
and positions of men and women, as well as 
traditional concept of family and romantic 
relationships. 

15. Immediately, some younger people gave their seats on 

the bus to the elderly. Generally, in the bus it is self-evident 
that you will give your place to someone older, to a 
pregnant woman and generally to anyone you think needs 
the place more than you. This is linked with the hierarchy 
in the society. The position of each person in the society 
depends on age, profession, and education. Giving the 
seat for seniors is the way of showing respect to their 
age.  

 

 
 
 

 

  



 
  

17. You work with people from Albania on common 
project. You divide the tasks and keep in touch in any 
case. During the weekly meetings you check the work 
progress and everyone confirm, that it is going well. 
After a few weeks, by accident, you get the information 
that some tasks are not yet started and some clients 
are angry with the team. No one mentioned that before. 
Why? 

18. You are with a group of Albanians in Tirana late at 
night. At some point you have to cross the road. The 
pedestrian traffic light is red while not many cars pass. 
Your friends take a quick look and are ready to cross 
the road. Why is this happening? 

  

  

19. You are invited to a birthday party for your friend in 
Albania. You are very excited and arrive exactly on 
time. You knock on the door and you see that your 
friend is still in the kitchen and you are the first guest. 
Why is that happening? 
 

20. You have taken a manager position in a company 
in Albania. The working hours are 9:00 - 17:00. Arrival 
time varies. Sometimes some employees come a few 
minutes after 9:00. In the weekly meeting you make 
an announcement that there should be formality in the 
schedule but nothing changes. Why is this happening? 

 
 
 

 

 



 

  

ANSWER:  ANSWER:  

18. In Albania there is a relaxation towards the rules, 
the formality and the appropriate way of doing things. 
The rules are important, people expect it and there 
are many rules, which drive the life, but many of them 
seem not to work. 

17. People in Albania tend to bury anything shameful 
or any bad news they have. It’s very important in 
Albanian culture to keep the face and offence or 
mistakes leads to shame. That’s why people in 
Albania will rather not say anything to avoid losing the 
face. 

  

  

ANSWER: ANSWER: 

20. Mainly the schedule is observed. If you work at 9, 
you must be at work until the start of working hours. 
However, formality is not a key feature of Albanian 
culture. Often there is a relaxation towards the 
formality with the result that even at work the working 
hours of the employees sometimes differ. In Albania the 
approach to the time is very flexible and there is no 
pressure to be exactly on time, also in the work. 
. 

19. When making a visit to an Albanian friend or 
family, however, it is polite to be at least five minutes 
late. Better to be later than earlier for a visit. 
In Albania the approach to the time is very flexible 
and there is no pressure to be exactly on time. It’s 
also linked with the collective society, which puts the 
effort into establishing relationships, no matter the 
time.  
 
 

 
 
 

 



 
  

21. You work for a company in Albania. The working 
hours are 9:00-17:00. Sometimes you need to stay at 
work after 17:00. At the end of the month and while you 
wait to be paid overtime this does not happen. Why is 
this happening? 

22.  You are going on a first date with a girl/boy from 
Albania. Who will pay the bill? 
a) The boy 
 b) The girl 
c) They share the bill 

  

  

23. You are visiting your friend in Albania, who now 
lives with his wife. You notice that all the housework is 
done by the woman. In a conversation with him you 
mention that it would be right to help her with the 
housework but he disagrees with you.  Why is this 
happening? 

 
24. You are visiting a friend in Albania, who lives in a 
village. When you enter home, he/she brings a pair of 
slippers and asks you to take off your shoes. Why is 
this happening? 

 
 
 

 

 



 

  

ANSWER: A ANSWER:  

22. He will not only pay on the first date. Usually the 
man is the one who pays in all dates. It’s strongly 
connected with the social roles and designed task of 
woman and man.  

 

21. In Albanian society it is taken for granted that you 
will not be paid extra if you work longer hours. 
However, to compensate for this, in times when there 
is less work, employees tend to leave earlier. In 
Albanian culture there is a strong need to avoid 
uncertainty and people have an inner urge to be 
busy and work hard, even if it’s not extra paid. 

  

  

ANSWER: ANSWER: 

24. This is happening because in Albanian houses, 
especially in the villages, there are carpets all year 
round. People used to take off their shoes to keep it 
clean. 

23. In Albanian society, the position of women has 
not yet been secured as equal in everyday life. 
Housework is considered a woman's obligation and 
the man does not contribute to it. Although this is 
gradually changing in the new generations that follow. 

 
 
 

 



 
  

25. A couple has their first child. How will the name be 
chosen? 
a) They will choose a name they like 
b) They will give the name of the grandfather or 
grandmother 
c) They will create a name from the letters of their own 
names 

26. Υou are attending your friend’s grandmother 
funeral. What do you notice? 
a) Some women sing obituaries. 
b) During the funeral there is absolute silence as an 
expression of respect for the deceased. 
c) Funeral speeches are read over the grave of the 
deceased. 

  

  

27.  Together with a friend you will go to an information event 
for the protection of the environment. It starts at 17:00. The 
time is 16:30 and you are still at home. It takes about 45 
minutes to reach the destination. Your friend is not ready and 
you point out that you will be late. He tells you not to stress 
and that you will catch the start of the event. This irritates 
you even more and you ask him to get ready quickly. Finally 
you arrive at 17:20 and indeed the event has not started. 
Why is this happening? 

28.  A friend of yours is hosting you in Albania. Your 
friend's little brother goes to High School, he/she is an 
excellent student and sometimes you see him/her 
gathering with other classmates and help them with 
their homework.  Why is this happening? 

 
 
 

 

 



 

  

ANSWER: A ANSWER: C 

26. Obituaries are lyrical, mournful and laudatory songs, 
which express grief and pain for the death of a loved 
one, and are sung at the funeral. 
Obituaries are sung at funerals, but because they are 
an important element of Albanian culture, they are also 
sung at traditional music festivals. 
To this day obituaries are important genres of Albanian 
music and are generally performed solo by women. 

 

25. When a child is born in Albania, his/her name 
usually comes from the combination of letters of his 
parents' names.  
For example the mother's name is LAZER, the father's 
name is DRANE. The child's name could be 
LASANDRA. They took the syllable LA from the 
mother's name, the syllable DRA from the father's 
name, they added an additional syllable and the name 
appeared. 

 

  

  

ANSWER: ANSWER: 

28.  There are no private tutoring centers in Albania. 
Good students tend to read with less good students in 
order to help them with their school performance. It’s 
linked with the collective society here everyone takes 
responsibility for fellow members of their group and 
should support this, who need that. 

27.  In Albanian culture the approach to the time is 
flexible and the consequence of this is the lack of 
consistency in time. Almost no event starts on time. 
Even if it starts, enough people will keep coming later. 

 
 
 

 



 
  

 

29. You walk in Tirana and you come across a poster 
that reads: "Pan-Albanian school poetry competition". 
What do you think this is? 
 

30. You are at a wedding in Albania. The bride is not 
accompanied by her parents, but the groom goes and 
takes her from her house and they go to his own 
house where the wedding will take place. Why is this 
happening? 

 

  

  

 
31. What music do people in Albania mainly listen to? 
a) European Music 
b) Traditional Music 
c) Orchestral Music 

32. What music do people mainly listen to in the 
village in Albania? 
a) European Music 
b) Traditional Music 
c) Orchestral Music 

 
 
 

 

 



 

  

ANSWER:  ANSWER:  

30. Gender equality has not yet been ensured in Albania 
and many of the behaviors observed in everyday life 
prove it.  
In this case, the fact that the bride does not go alone to 
the groom's house accompanied by her relatives but the 
groom goes to pick up the bride suggests this 
inequality. 

29. In Albania, school competitions are organized in 

various subjects such as poetry, short story, embroidery, 
etc. Participations in the competitions are not individual, but 
participate as a group as a school.  

From one side it comes from strong competitions 
and the expectations of winning and from another the 
group competitions reflect the collective society, 
where not individuals but the group are considered 
important. 
. 

  

  

ANSWER: B ANSWER: A 

32. In the villages people listen traditional music, mainly 
clarinet. 

European Music  
 

 
 
 

 

  



 
  

 
33. You are spending the holidays with your friend 
from Albania and her family. They host you and do 
their best to show you the main tourist places. During 
one of the trips you meet backpackers from different 
countries and you decide to travel with them a while. 
Your friend and his family seem to be disappointed 
and offended. Why? 
 

 

34. You found a job in Albania and until you find a 
house you are hosted by an Albanian colleague. The 
first morning you head to the company where you will 
work, he asks you to make a stop, sit for a while in a 
cafe and have a coffee before going to work. You tell 
him you can take the coffee in your hand and move on 
but he insists. Why is this happening? 

  

  

35. Two of your friends are getting married in Albania. 
Marriage is Christian, since both are Christians. But 
the couple have many Muslim friends. You talk about 
the guest list and realize that they have invited their 
Muslim friends. You know what is going on in other 
countries, where Muslims basically do not go to a 
Christian church and you are surprised that they will 
be invited. Why is this happening? 

36. You are in the province of Albania. You notice on 
the street that there are people who have a basket in 
their head. Why is this happening? 

 
 
 

 

 



 

  

ANSWER:  ANSWER:  

34.  In Albania they usually drink a morning coffee in a cafe 

before going to work. 

Albania has been isolated for many years. After the fall of 
Hoxha, in the 1990s and beyond, Albania gradually 
began to develop a form of extroversion and connection 
with the rest of the world. One consequence of this 
process is to enter later in the modern model of life 
where the rhythms are more intense and faster. For this 
reason even today there is a behavior associated with a 
more relaxed pace of life and that is why it is common to 
drink a relaxed morning coffee before going to work. 

33. Loyalty in a collectivist culture, which is in 
Albania,  is paramount and overrides most other 
societal rules and regulations. When you belong to 
one group, you should not change it, because it’s 
treated as an offense.  
 
 
 

  

  

ANSWER: ANSWER: 

36. In some parts of rural Albania the custom is still 
observed, where they carry baskets, pans or pitchers by 
placing them on the head. 
 

35. Human ties in Albania are not determined by religion. 

Therefore they will attend their friends' wedding even if they 
are of a different religion.  

This is happening because from 1967 to the 1990s, 
religion was strictly forbidden in Albania. After the fall 
of Hoxha, religion was allowed but they never had a 
strong relationship with religion in total. 
 

 
 
 

 



 
  

37. You are working on the common project together 
with students from Albania. You already have 
experience on that, so you share the new idea, how it 
can be implemented. Instead of discussion on your 
project another person from the group presents the 
way, how it will be done. Why? 

38. Albania is administratively divided into 61 
municipalities and each municipality has municipal 
units. You are in a village in Albania where the local 
council of the municipal unit is meeting. How is the 
space in which the council will take place designed? 
a) Local council members will sit on the floor with large 
pillows. 
b) There is a large table and chairs all around. The 
chairman of the board has no special position. 
c) The chairman of the board is on a pedestal and the 
others below.. 

  

  

39. You have visited your friends in Albania. Several 
days have passed and you suggest to your friends to 
make a short trip to Greece. Your friends refuse 
because the spring festival is approaching and they do 
not want to miss it. You insist and ask them to do you 
this favor. They refuse and tell you that if you want to go 
on a trip to Greece you will have to wait for after the 
festival. Why is this happening? 

40. You are staying at your friend's house in Albania 
for a vacation. Α few days before, his grandmother 
died. One afternoon, while you are at home, you turn 
on the radio to listen to some music. Your friend's 
mom appears in the room and asks you to turn off the 
radio. Why is this happening? 

 
 
 

 

 



 

  

ANSWER: A  ANSWER:  

38. Following an old custom, sometimes local council 
members will sit on the floor with large pillows. 

 

37. In Albania decisions are made from the top 
down and a group consensus does not usually 
play a role in the final outcome. Also new solutions 
(ones that haven't been tried before) are commonly 
looked down upon. 
 

  

  

ANSWER: ANSWER: 

40. To this day in Albania, especially in the province, 
burial customs are reverently observed. As a sign of 
mourning and respect for the deceased, for 40 days it is 
not allowed to turn on the TV or radio at home. At the 
same time, the TV screen and the mirrors that are in the 
house remain covered. 
 

39.  The music of various festivals is an important 
part of Albanian tradition, especially those of St. 
Lazarus Day, which opens in the spring. Agriculture 
in Albania employs about half of the workforce. 
Nature comes to life in the spring and for a large part 
of the population employed in agriculture it means 
that a full productive period is gradually beginning. 
That is why the festivals that take place in the spring 
mark this awakening of nature and are important 
institutions in Albanian culture. 

 
 
 

 

 


